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ABSTRACT 
 

Endayanti, Mirani Tri. Vocabulary Learning Strategies used by Students of a 

Senior High School in Surabaya. 2015. Thesis. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa 

dan Seni. FKIP. Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya.  

 

Advisors: Dr. Ruruh Mindari, M.Pd. and Trianawaty, S.Pd, M.Hum. 

 

Key words: Vocabulary Learning Strategies 

 

English is a worldwide language that people all over the world use as an  

international language. It is the reason why many countries use English as their 

second language. In Indonesia, as a foreign language, English becomes a subject 

that is taught at schools and has an important place in education so that 

Indonesians are able to get involved in international competitions in the 

globalization era. Therefore, it is essential that Indonesian learns English and its 

aspects. To learn English, one important aspect to learn is vocabulary. Vocabulary 

is the most essential aspect that learners need to master well. In order to make 

learning vocabulary more successful, learners need strategy which they need to be 

aware and develop. Based on the reason above, the writer wants to know the 

strategies students used to learn English vocabulary and the strategy that they use 

more frequently and less frequently to give picture to teachers to develop more the 

vocabulary learning strategies. To collect the data of this qualitative study, a 52-

item questionnaire and an interview were used. There were 80 participants 

randomly chosen as the subjects to fill in the questionnaire and 8 participants to be 

interviewed. The study revealed that the participants used cognitive, memory and 

social strategies to learn vocabulary. The most frequently used strategies were 

asking classmates for meaning and taking notes, whereas the least frequently use 

strategy was flashcard use. The study showed that the participants tended to relate 

other people to discover vocabulary and used their memory as they like to take 

notes of what teacher had taught to them. The least frequently used strategy was 

using flashcards. Flashcards were not so popular in participants’ environment, 

moreover they hardly ever used flashcards in the class so that was why flashcards 

was the least one. The writer also found out that one participant who used the least 

frequently used strategies performed better than one who used the most frequently 

used strategies. However, several factors were also supporting the success of their 

scores such as the conditions, personal experience and effort.  

 

 

 

 


