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CHAPTER 5 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

 In this chapter, the researcher presents the conclusion 

and some suggestions in line with the use of Text-To-Speech to 

improve bottom up listening achievement administered in the 

eighth graders of Al Hikmah Junior High School. 

 

Conclusion  

 As presented on the previous chapter, there is 

improvement on the students‟ bottom up listening achievement 

and the average score of the students is better than the result of 

the pre test after they were taught by using TTS as proven in 

three cycles of this research (cycle 1: 83, cycle 2: 79, cycle 3: 

84, and post test: 92).  In addition, the students‟ listening 

achievement level was also improved. Besides, their individual 

score also improved in three cycles. The improvements were 

caused by the teaching and learning processes done in nine 

meetings. In the teaching and learning processes, the teacher 

applied four techniques i.e. observation, explanation, 

imitation, and review the words in every meeting. Based on 
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these findings, the researcher concluded that TTS could 

improve the students‟ bottom up listening achievement. They 

were able to identify verb 2 sounds, weak stress, and linkage.  

 The weakness of the study is the researcher cannot 

make effort to internalize the teaching of irregular verbs that 

have pattern –ought /ɔ:t/. After the third cycle some students 

still pronounce incorrectly bought, brought, and thought. Their 

pronunciation returns to their wrong pronunciation but the 

researcher could not continue conducting the research because 

the time to do the research was over. 

 

Suggestions 

 Considering the results and the findings of the study, 

the following are the researcher‟s suggestions: 

 

For English Teachers 

 Considering the result and findings in this study, the 

researcher suggested other English teachers to teach 

“microskills” English sounds using TTS. By using TTS, the 

students can recognize the right pronunciation of English 

sounds. Besides, the students can also recognize the weak 

stresses, and linkage. In employing TTS, the other English 
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teachers need to repeat the words. The teachers should often 

review the pronunciation of the words using TTS. It aims to 

keep the retention of their pronunciation. The researcher 

expects that the other English teachers will do the same thing. 

 

Further Study 

 This study is only limited to teaching verb 2 sounds, 

certain weak stresses, and certain linkage because the time to 

conduct this research is limited. For further research, the 

teacher or other researchers can develop the research on other 

morphological endings such as –s, and –ing, other weak stress 

sounds, such as in modals and pronouns, or another stress such 

as stress on syllable. The researcher can also develop another 

linkage, such as another morphological ending –s to 

differentiate /s/ and /z/ sounds. 

 Then, this research is a classroom action research. The 

researcher cannot prove whether TTS is better than teacher‟s 

pronunciation. Therefore, another researcher can do an 

experimental research to investigate the effectiveness of TTS, 

compared with Indonesian English teacher‟s pronunciation.  

 

 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

100 

 

References 

 

Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of language learning and 

teaching, 5th ed. New York: Pearson Education, Inc. 

 

Brown, H. D. (2007). Teaching by principles an interactive 

approach to language pedagogy. New York: Pearson 

Longman. 

 

Brown, J. D. (2005). Testing in language programs: A 

comparative guide to English language assessment. New 

York: McGraw-Hill Education. 

 

Brown, Steven. (2006). Teaching listening. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. Retrieved from 

www.cambridge.org/other_files/downloads/esl/booklets/

Brown-Teaching-Listening.pdf 

 

Burns, A. (2010). Doing research in English language 

Teaching; A Guide For Practitioners. New York: 

Routledge. 

 

Elfanany, B. (2013). Penelitian tindakan kelas. 

Yogyakarta: Araska. 

 

Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2003). Introduction 

to language (7th ed.). Boston: Wadsworth. Retrieved 3 

June 2014 from 

http://staff.neu.edu.tr/~soznur/An%20introduction%20to

%20language%207th%20edition.pdf 

 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

101 

 

Gilbert, J. B. (2008). Teaching pronunciation using the 

prosody pyramid. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. Retrieved 11 February 2014 from 

www.cambridge.org/other_files/downloads/esl/booklets/

Gilbert-Teaching-Pronunciation.pdf 

 

Goh, A. V. (2009). Teaching and testing listening 

comprehension. In M. H. Doughty (Ed), the handbook of 

language teaching (pp. 395-411). West Sussex: Wiley-

Blackwell. 

 

Gonzales, D. (2007). Text-to-speech applications used in EFL 

Contexts to Enhance Pronunciation. TESL-EJ, 11 (2), 1-

11. Retrieved from http://tesl-ej.org/ej42/int.pdf 

 

Harashima, H. D. (2006). Review of “voice text”. Electronic 

Journal of Foreign Language Teaching, 3 (1), 131-135. 

Retrieved 19 December 2013from http://e-

flt.nus.edu.sg/v3n12006/rev_harashima.pdf 

 

Hedge, T. (2000). Teaching and learning in the language 

Classroom. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

Kilickaya, F. (2006). Text-to-speech technology‟: What does it 

offer to foreign language learners? CALL-Electronic 

Journal, 7. Retrieved 19 March 2014 from 

http://callej.org/journal/7-2/Kilickaya.html 

 

Kopczynski, A., & Meilani, R. (1993). The consonants of 

Arabic and English. Poznan: Adam Mickiewiez 

University. 

 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

102 

 

Laoubi, M. (2010). The importance of learning strong and 

weak forms in listening comprehension. Constantine: 

Mentouri University . Retrieved from 

bu.umc.edu.dz/theses/anglais/LAO1245.pdf. 

 

Li, W. (2012). Effective approaches to teaching listening: 

Chinese EFL Teachers‟ Perspectives. The Journal of 

Asia TEFL, 9 (4), 79-111. Retrieved from 

http://www.academia.edu/2399975/Effective_Approache

s_to_Teaching_Listening_Chinese_EFL_Teachers_Pers

pectives. 

 

Lynch, T., & Mendelsohn, D. (2002). Listening. In N. Schmitt 

(Ed), An introduction to applied linguistics (pp. 193-

210). London: Hodder Arnold. 

 

Meihami, H. (2013). Text-To-Speech software: Anew 

perspective in learning and teaching word stress, word 

intonation, pitch contour, and fluency of English 

reading. International Letters of Social and Humanistic 

Sciences8, 24-33. Retrieved 20 October 2013from 

www.ilshs.pl/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/ILSHS-8-

2013-24-331.pdf. 

 

Nam, J. (2010). Linking research and practice: Effective 

strategies for teaching vocabulary in the ESL Classroom. 

TESL Canada Journal/Revue TESL Du Canada, 28 (1), 

127-135. 

 

Nation, I. S., & Newton, J. (2009). Teaching ESL/EFL 

listening and speaking. New York: Routledge. 

 

 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

103 

 

Sawaengmongkon, C. (2013). Teaching suprasegmental 

features of spoken English through films to develop 

listening achievement of learners. The 3rd International 

Conference of Foreign Language Learning and 

Teaching (pp. 570-577). Bangkok: Language Institute 

Thammasat University. Retrieved 11 February 2014 

from http://litu.tu.ac.th/2012/index.php/fllt-

conferences/521-fllt-2013-conference-proceedings 

 

Siegel, J., & Aki, S. (2013). Empirical and attitudinal effects 

of bottom-up listening activities in the L2 Classroom. 

ELTWorldOnline.com (10), 1-25. Retrived 18 February  

2014 from 

http://blog.nus.edu.sg/eltwo/files/2013/12/Empirical-

and-attitudinal-effects-of-bottom-up-listening-activities-

in-the-L2-classroom_editforpdf-1aicthf.pdf. 

 

Sugata Mitra, J. T. (2003). Improving English pronunciation: 

An automated instructional approach. Information 

Technologies and International Development, 1 (1), 75–

84. Retrived from 

http://itidjournal.org/itid/article/view/136. 

 

Tuan, L. T. (2010). Teaching English discrete sounds through 

minimal pairs. Journal of Language Teaching and 

Research, 1, 540-561. 

 

Underwood, M. (1989). Teaching listening. New York: 

Longman. 

 

Ur, P. (1991). A course design in language teaching. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

104 

 

Vandergift, L. (2004). Listening to learn or learning to listen? 

Annual Review of Applied Linguistics , 3-25. Retrieved 

11 February 2014 from 

http://resourcesforteflteachers.pbworks.com/f/Listening

%2Bto%2BLearn%2Bor%2BLearning%2Bto%2BListen

.pdf. 

 

Varasarin, P. (2007). An action research study of 

pronunciation training, language learning strategies and 

speaking confidence. Victoria University.: School of 

Education Faculty of Arts, Education and Human 

Development. Retrieved 13February 2014 from 

vuir.vu.edu.au/1437/1/Varasarin.pdf 

 

Wenxia, L. (2003). Teaching Weak Forms. English Teaching 

Forum , 32-35. 

 

www.englishforeveryone.org. 

 

Yagang, F. (1994). Listening : Problems and Solutions. In T. 

Kral (Ed), Teacher Development: Making the Right 

Moves (p. 189). Washington D.C: English Language 

Programs Division. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


