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ABSTRACT

Prajogo,  Mar isa,  1998,  The Study of  Character ,s  DoumfalL in
Tennessee W111iams, play .,Sunmer and Smoke,,, Thesls,
Program Study pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Widya Mandala
Cathol ic  Univers i ty ,  Advisor  I :  Dr .  Wur i  Soedjatmiko,
Adv i so r  I I :  D rs .  I gna t i us  Ha r j an to  M .pd .

Llterary uorks are important to study as they become a
part of education in human, s l i fe. Whatever the form of
l i terature,  i t  has much to of fer  to  t t re  reader .  The abi t i ty  in
analyzing the sork itself can give achrantage to the students.
The ur i ter  chooses a p lay for  the object  o f  the s tudy because a
play presents characters in  act ion,  d ia l0gues that  enabre the
reader  to  analyze the r rork .  The author ,  Tennessee wi l l iams is
chosen because he is one of the greatest American pralrurlghts
who l ikes to talk about the tife of southern uomen vho often
face the i r  f rust rat ion as the v ic t im of  love.

This  s tudy is  a  l i terary research and i t  1s considered a
quar i ta t ive research.  us ing phenomenologica l  perspect ive
methods,  th is  s tudy f ina l ly  f inds out  that :
1 .  A lma's  l  ove to  John has caused her  donnfa l l .  She spends her

I l fe  na i t ing for  John,  s  1ove and v i l l ing to  sacr i f ice her
bel ie f ,  body and soul  to  get  h is  love.  A lma,s Love to ,John
has become her character seaknesses. unabre to dear sith the
f act that ,. lohn is going to marry her singing pupil and
regret Alma's love, frustrate Alma and cause her to h arre
promiscuity r, i th a stranger she meets at the fountain facino
.her  dornfa l l  o f  her  character .

2 .  A lma'  parents and soc lety  ro le  a lso take par t  as a cause of
her  dosnfa l1.  Most  o f  AIma,  s  character izat ion,  her  Ianguage,
mannerism, habit and behavior, and even her belief, are
influenced and shaped by her parents role in raising her and
the soc iety  l i fe  around her .

By analyzing l i terary work, the rrriter expects that the
students not  on ly  increase a bet ter  reading comprehension and
vocabulary improvement of the language in l i terature, but also
h ave a better understandlng in human 11ves experiences.
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