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]..1 BACKGROI'ND OF THE STI'DY

Indonesia hae so many kinds of languagee spoken by

d i f fe ren t  t r ibes  apread a l l  over  the  count ry .  Kera f

(L973225)  c lags i f ies  those lang 'uagee in  tv ro  g roups :  The

West Indonesian languages and the East fndoneeian langu-

agea.  Accord ing  to  Fox  (1973) .  there  are  th i r ty  f iwe

languagee in Eaat Nuaa Tenggara prowince. These languages

are classif ied into two language fa:ni l ies: Su.nba Bima and

A:nbon Timor. Su.urba Bima languagea include tshe languages

spoken in the islands of Sunbawa, Su.rnba and Sawu, and the

Ianguages in  western  F lo res  d is t r i c ts  inc lude the  langu

agtes epoken in the dietr ict.s of Manggarai,  Ngada, and

Ende-Lio. While A:nbon Tinor langrrages include the langu-

ages spoken in the islands of Tiuror, Sabu and Rote, and

t ,hoee epoken in  cent ra l  and eaatern  par ts  o f  F lo res ,  some

is lands  guch as  Adonara ,  Lembata ,  A1or ,  panbar ,  e tc .

Nagekeo language ie one of the reg.ional languagee

belonging to the Sumba Bima language family. Nagekeo

language ie  spoken by  the  peop le  o f  th ree  d iebr ic te :

Mauponggo, Nangaroro and Boawae, in Ngada regency, a part

o f  the  Eaet  Nuea Tenggrara  Prov ince .  I t  has  more  or  leee

n ine  d ia lec t ,s  spread a l l  ower  the  th ree  d is t r i c ts .  They

are Toto, Lrabo, Nage Tengah, Nage Utara, Boawae, Nage

Bara t ,  Mundemi ,  Maunor i  and Mauponggo (P i t i :1984) .



Boawae d ia lec t  ie  one o f  the  d ia lec ts  spoken by  the

peop le  in  Boawae d is t r i c ts .  Most  peop le  who epeak Boawae

dialect are farmerg. The language playe an important roLe

for  t t re  soc ie ty  in  u ros t  aspec ts  o f  the i r  1 i fe ,  espec ia l l y

in  ac t iw i t iee  w i th  cu l tu ra l  background l i ke  wedd ing  cere-

mon ies ,  p lan t ing  and harves t ing '  € reaaonEr ,  and t rad i t iona l

f iee ts .  Even in  re l i .g ious  ceremonies ,  there  are  some

Cathol ic prayer books in Nagekeo or Boawae dialects such

as Sua Budiunqandi i  (= The Prayer Book) and Koo O1a Pea

Aqarna Kathul ik (= Cathol ic Cateschism) .

Every  language is  un ique.  Franc is  (1958:10)  E  ays

that, the nature and forrn of every language is adapted to

the  soc ia l  requ i rementa  o f  the  the  soc ie ty  tha t  uses  i t .

Regional lang'uage or lBahaga Daerah, is a symbol of re-

gional identi ty. The regional language ie also the symbol

o f  reg iona l  p res t ige .  f t  i s  uaed aa  a  meanc o f  corunun ica-

t ion in t ,he family and anong the people of the apeech

comnunity. An exanple in point is tshe Nagekeo language,

the  wr i te r ' s  vernacu la r ,  o f  wh ich  the  bas ic  s ta tement

t)pea are the focus of the Btudy under report.

Sentence is the fundanrental unit  of slmtax (Bolinger,

1975) .  I t  i s  Ba id  tha t  a  phrase is  underaEandab le .

Howewer, a phrase alone may not be enough to show a

comple te  idea o f  bhe apeaker .  I t  shou ld  be  cosJ) ined w i th

anot ,her  phraee t ,o  nake the  idea c learer .  The d iecuss ion

of  phrase and c lause ig  connect ,ed  w iEh the i r  ex is tence a€ t



par te  o f  aentence.  The language eys tem l iee  beh ind  the

at ruc ture  o f  the  aentence o f  the  language (G1eason,  1965) .

In order to know the system of Nagekeo language, especial-

l y  Boawae d ia lec t ,  the  Wr i te r  s tud ied  the  bas ic  a ta tementa

or  s imp le  dec la ra t i ve  sent .ences  o f  th is d i a l e c t .

Eventhougtr language, in comnunication, appeara in

more  than one type o f  sen tences  l i ke  ques t ion ,  s t .a tement ,

exc lamat ion ,  and comnand,  the  s ta tement  o r  dec la ra t i ve

aent ,ence is  the  bas ic  type  (S idney ,  1 -994 :15)  .  To  be

more  spes i f i c ,  the  s ta tement  here  is  represented  by

kernel sentenceg which are aff irmative, and sirrple; while

in te r rogat ive ,  pass ive ,  iu rpera t ive ,  negat . i ve ,  cornp lex  and

exclanatory aentences are derived from Ehe kernel aen-

tencee as  the  bas ic ,  e lementary  aenEence€r  (Pau l  Rober ts :

L 9 7  4 )  .

I t  i s  agguned tha t  a  bas ic  s ta tenent  has  the  scruc-

tu re  conta in ing  aU lea6t  sub jec t  and pred ica te .  Genera l -

Iy ,  languages such as  Eng l ish ,  Indones ian ,  Span ish ,  eLc

have nouns bassical ly taking the function of gentence sub-

j  ec t ,  exampl i f ied  by  the  fo l low ing  sentencea.

The boy  a te  an  egg (Engf ish)
s

EI muchacho come un huevo (Spanish)
s

makan sebut i r  te lu r .  ( Indonee ian)

For  the  func t ion  o f  sen tence pred ica te ,  Ianguages take

d i f fe ren t  c lagges  o f  word .  In  Eng l ish .  the  func t ion  o f

Ehe pred ica te  i s  baes ica l l y  taken by  a  verb  (phrase)

Tonv
s



(Ma rce1 la  F rank ,  L972zL -2 ) . In  Indones ian ,  p red ica t .e

function is taken by not only werbs but also by nouns, or

ad j  ec t i vee ,  o r  anotsher  c laaa o f  word  as  ea id  by  Sansur i :

t rka l imat  dasar  (pada BI )  te rd i r i  a taa  paduan-paduan

waj ib Gatra Benda dan Gatra Benda, atau Gatra Benda

dan Gat ra  Ker ja ,  a tau  Gat ra  Benda dan Gat ra  S i fa t ,

atau Gatra Benda dan Gatra Depan, atau Gatra Benda

dan Gatra Bilangan" ( Sarnsuri , L 9 8 0 ; 2 6 9 \  .

The fac t  tha t  Eng l ish  and Indonee ian  are  d i f fe ren t  in

the i r  s t ruc tu re  o f  bas ic  a ta tement  has  ar i . sen  the  wr i te r ' s

curiosity to make t,he study under report.

Moreover, so far, there have been only tvro works

dealing with the Nagekeo language. The f irst one enti-

t led Bahasa Naqekeo di Kaburraten Nqada - Sebuah Analisis

Geoqra f i  D ia lek  i s  wr i t ten  by  P i ta  Pet rus  ( l -984) .  The

second one is under the t i t le of A Contraetive Studv

Between Boawae Dialect, And Enqlieh lanquaae on the Sen-

tence Const ruc t ion  wr i t ten  by  Sada Agap i tus  (1994) .  The

f i rs t  i s  about  the  d ia lec ts  wh ich  are  fonemica l l y  d i f fe r -

ent, in Nagekeo language. while the second deals with tshe

at ruc ture  o f  s rod i f i ca t ion ,  a t rucCure  o f  p red ica t ion  and

structure of cornplementation of Boawae dialect in compari-

son  w i th  those o f  Eng l ish .  These two worke  have a lso  in -

sp i red  the  wr i te r  to  invo lve  herse l f  in  fu r ther  s t ,udy ing

the Nagekeo language aa one of the regional i language in

Indones ia .

1.2 TEE STATEMEMT OF TEE PROBI,EM

In l ine with the background above, The problem inwee-



t iga ted  was fo rmula ted  aa  fo l lows:  What  a re  the  bas ic

a ta tement  pa t te rns  o f  Boawae d ia lec t?

]-.3 OB''ACTIVE OF STTTDY

Under the l ighEe of tshe study background and its

formulated research question, the study under report

intended to degcribe the basic statement patterns of

Boawae d ia lect .

1.4 SIGNIFICAI{CE OF TEE STT'DY

The f inding of the etudy under report should: (a)

preaerve or docr:.urent an aapect of one of Nagekeo dia-

lec tg ,  in  th ig  caae Boawae d ia lec t ,  (b )  encourage the

natiwe speakere of Nagekeo language so ttrat they wil l  be

interepted to in Ehinking and observing the nature and the

problems of t ,heir language and (c) give input to the f ield

of English language teaching' eapecial ly in the teaching of

s t ruc tu re ,  ao  tha t  the  teachers  know the  na ture  o f  the

probleme of Boawae students in learning English.

]..5 SCOPE A}ID LIT{ITATION

Naekeo language has  nore  or  lesg  n ine  d ia lec ts :  To to ,

Labo, Nage Teng'ah, Nage Utara, Boawae, Nage Barat,,  Munde-

In i ,  Maunor i  and Mauponggo (P i ta :  L984) .  A11 these d ia -

Iec ts  d i f fe r  f ron  one another  moet ly  in  phonemic  var ia -

t ion. Because Nagekeo language has many dialectg, the



wr i te r  chose on ly  Boawae d ia lec t  to  be  the  sub j  ec t  o f  her

study. As such, the e t,udy focueed only on the patterns of

Boawae d ia lec t  bas ic  s t ,a tement ,s .

1.6 DEFINITION OF KEY TERI{I;

Nagekeo langruage ie a langrrage thaE ig spoken by the

peop le  o f  the  fo l low ing  th ree  d is t , r i c ts :

Boawae, Mauponggo and Nangaroro in Ngada

regency ,  an  area  in  F lo res  is land,  a

par t  o f  Eas t  Nusa Tenggara  prov ince .

(See map in appendix C)

Boawae dialect is a dialect of Nagekeo languages, spoken

by the  peop le  o f  some v i l lages  in  Boawae

d is t r i c t .  (See map in  append ix  C)

Deecr ip t i ve  s tudy  ie  a  a tudy  wh ich  descr ibes  someth ing ,  in

t ,h ie  caae the  bas ic  s ta tement  pa t te rna

of  Boawae d ia lec t .

Statement ie a t l4)e of E entencea that connonly

cone is tg  o f  one s t ruc tu ra l  pa t te rn ,  tha t

is  s t ruc tu re  o f  p red ica t ion ,  combined

wi th  a  fa l l ing  aentence-  f ina l  con tour

( F r a n c i s ,  1 9 5 8 : 3 7 9 )  .

Bas ic  s ta tement  ie  t ,he  t lpe  o f  kerne l  aentenceE ,  wh ich  are

a f f i rmat ive  and s imp le .  (Pau l  Rober te ,

1 9 7 0 : 3 8 )  .

Gatra is a word or phrase as a ayntactic unit

wh ich  has  a  cer ta in  func t ion ,  becomes a

conet i tuenb in  a  aentence (Sameur i ,

1 9 8 0 : 2 2 6 )  .



Const i tuent

I

is a word or phrase which becomeg the part

o f  a  la rger  e lmlac t ic  un i t  o r  a  la rgTer

a t r u c t u r e  ( S a m s u r i ,  1 9 8 0 : 2 2 4 )  .

L.'I ORGAIIIZATION OF TEE TEESIS

Th is  thee is  cons is ts  o f  f i ve  chaptera .  Chapter  I  i s

the  In t roduc t ion .  Rev iew o f  Re la ted  L j . te ra tu re  ie  Chapter

I I .  The nex t ,  chapter ,  Chapter  I I I  p resents  the  Research

Methodology. Findinge and Diecugeion are in Chapter IV.

And the  las t  chapter ,  Chapter  V  is  the  Conc lus ion  and

Suggest ion .




