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CHAI}TIIR I

INTRODI"JCTION

1.1 Background of the sturlY

Shrdy ing l i t e r .n ryworks i sno teasy lb rs t t t t l e t r t s . I t i sd i ' f f r c r r | t f o r them

because literary rvorks neecl a deep thirrkirrg to firlly unrlerstand the message front

lhe rvriler of litsrary v'orks ta the reader or fo combine llre irnportant partn in

them. The difliculties in literary work sotnetimes cliscolrage many stuclents to sfudy

literahtre.

Somes | r t den | sa l so | | r i nk | l r a r s r r r t | y i ng l i t e r zuy rvo rks i sno t impo r tan t

becnuse it cloes ilot sttltpott tlteir echrcalion brrt it Ieally neetls hard ellbrts fiont

the rn .R icha rc |Co t l t l ney (1966 : \T l )a r ,p jues l l r ewrong i t l eabysay i r rg tha t f rom

ancient times until today clranta nnd etlttcnliott have beett closely related' By

leanring literary works, the shrclents do not only inrprove their vocabulary and

gl.anlnrar lrut also trroaden stu<lenls' knowledge and orrtlook and build up their

personal a'cl intellechral. I{otrer I (lg7'l : 2) states' "Literatrre helps up grow' both

personally and intellectually, it provides an otliective trase lbr orl|' knowledge antl

tntderstirnding. "

|t is ptlssitlle for strtt|ents ttt leltlrt anollt,.:r ctt|tttre 'fiorn liter.a|ttre hecause it

shows people,s altihrtles, beliefs antl Pt'otrlerns' Little (1966 : 2) snys' "As tlte

pr.irrcipal eletntrnt of ltcople'sr cttlttu'tr, literaltrt'e colltnins the retcord of people's

values, their thoughts, lheir problefirs and conilict, in short' their way of life'"

Sturlent cnn also un6ersland anrl Inkr: gootl trxantples liorn llte way people in

o| | terp|act lgorr | i | }bren|erafnct .ar tc |so lv t l l | te i t . l i |e 's l r ro t r le t r ts . l , , i terature is the



represflltfltion ol' lnnrran action attsl expcrietrce nrt<l lilerary works reflect the

problerns of life ild also criticize cettaiu socinl conditiorrs.

'l1e other atlvallage of'slurlyirrg lileralrrre is etttedaimtenl Accortlirrg lo

Bzurret ( I 96.1 : 1 ). "Literatrre hirs ils elelrretrt of enlt'rlairring tlisplny anrl rve eqrect

liternhre to be in sotne sense ol. entedrtinirrg tlisplay or to alfortl pleasure'" so in

writing literary rvorks, of cotlrse, llte writers hitt'e solllt' purposes' artd one of the

prrposes irr lo crente trl-rioytltettt 16 flls l't:atlt-t's'"

All the refl,sonE of shrdying litetary q'orks encotlrttge lhe

literary study as tlre subject matter of her thesis'

In this shrdy, the rvriter chooses a novel to be analyzed, since antong the

fonns of narrative. the novel has the longest story lvhich has a series of events

arranged in time seqtlu-nce. Lillle (1966:9?) sirys, "]he novel is the longest fonn of

fiction. in which lve may lirrd fhe most extrirortli1ary wide range of writing"' In

other worcls, novel with its length makes it possible for the writer herself to

{evelop the elements of the ltgr'el lhat she is illterenterl in' Another reason for

choosiug novel is fronr the rvriter's exPerience, tttost of the English depafintent

students enjoy rcntlirrg novel more tltan ollter litt'ru] works' Keruretly (1983:213)

sinles thirt among fonns of irnaginalive literattre in otn' liurgUage, the novel has

been the favoril,e of bolh lwiters artd Ir:adors for tttore tltan two hundred

years. N0vel also can represent tlre real lirc of past or present tintes

through llre chara,cters like whirt is <lefirletl in oxlbrd EngJish

Dictionary a novel is ir fictitious prose natraf ive or tale of considerable

lc:ngth in rvhich cltarnctet's attcl :tctiotts relx-crsetttalive of the real lilb of

t odoa



past or pre6ent times portraycd in a plol of more on less conrplexities.(Flawthorne,

1985 :1 ) .

L'lte writer also finds tlt:il, tlte rtovel tells a lorlg story to be er{oyed for

peoplc.' rvitl leisure time zurd it is firll of details thatgive arecoglrizable picture of

what li{b is like in aparticrrlartirne. The story is lhe crealion of the twiter's mind,

brrt it is r.eal in the sense thzrt rve find thr.re hulhs about life fiom the experiences of

lhe charnclc'rn.

'I'he arilhor, l,ouisa Mrry Alcott, is chosen by the writer because she is a

well-hrown Arnerican aulftor of ctriklren antl .irrvenile fiction. With l{arriet

Beecher, she is one of tfte two Victorian rvonretr to cotrlribute pemtanent members

t6 the Arnel'ica literary pantheon. Shc' also lwites a sliglrter lvork than the

masterpiece of Cooper, l{i*vtlrome. Iru{elr,ille, antl 
'['wain, llrt she achieves a

similar encl in Little Wonren. Accordirrg to Madeleirre Stern as quotecl by fuut

Dorrgpus (1983: vii), she has recently discovered that Alcott's setxalional tales or

"thrillerr" are stonrry, ruilraPJliness. revengelirl, ancl sometimes brilliant namatives

where woille1 stldy rnen in rniliature or al a distance in Alcol{'s fiction so that they

ciul ntore corrrlbtlably oppose or irlerllify with thern where approprinte and

necessary. Alcott in her novels does not ernpfuasize on lhe role of the ntale

characters to protect the clevelopment of her female protag<lnists and also becalse

t6eir.presence is not necessary to her profoundly feminist sense of what constihrtes

n lirll, divet'se fictive world'

Fl-om an eirly age, she publi"-hes sketches, stories, etc. to shoulder her

familfs financ,ial burden that is carrsecl by her inrpractical father. She also vwites



sensational novels and shaight adult novels ancl is involved in various reform

rnorrements including vgolllell's su{Ii'age anrl abolition' stre

financial security rvith Little Women (1863-1869) rvhich is

other works in the sante vein. ( Sir Palrl Hatvey, 196?:15)

Accorcling to the lwiter. Louisir l\{ay Alcott is a superior, optimistic'

talentecl arcl inclependent ferninist trovelist wlto consitlers rvornen should be

intlependent ancl creative ancl can sltorv their self:expression and these qualities

coulr l  bc l0rIul in Alc0l l 'x lnrt i l t  cl t l tr t t t : t t : t '  "Jrt l \ f t t l 'cl t" i l r  Li l l le wontctl '  she lrernelf

tsr<ls to be irrtlepentlent, evett {iom her yolln€t age' she ftas rlone many jobs srtch as a

d0lls,rlresslnirker-. ir teircltc'l', it rlotttcl;lic, a polboilt'rs' tttitker utrl lvt'itet'tl ttl ctutt

rnoney :rnd nrarle her fanrily comlbrtable'

A lot of novels are written by Louisa l\fay Alcott but the writer chooses

Little Women lrecause amollg lhe tlonrestic fictions ttas lreen written by her' Little

women lras steatlily att[actecl adults to l'ead and enjoy it in a few decades' Jo also

as the main character in Little wornpn has iruthorial ambitions that represent

Alcott,s own arlistic life. hr aclditi<lrt. fiutte and fortune also corne with the

pubtication of'Little Women in 1868-1869. a tlomestic novel which is Alcott's

rewriting of her own autobiography. Futhennore, the women and girls who

daminirte l,ittle womsn al'e liee to express attrl define "ntasculine roles" as tlte

provider. like Mrs. March wlro supplies and haildles fhe family's material goods'

the teac,her, the writer. Eventually, Alcott's letniltine cltaracters cart meet men as

suitors onttreiroumternts, sttre of wltzrt tlrey need, not ofwhat society dictates that

they want. They have achieved a femiilist y'unerican drearn (Ann Douglas' 1983:

achieves fame alrd

followed bY several



xxii-xxiii). In Litlle women, Jo March an the main female character represents

Alcott,s authorial ambitions. she is an iudepen<lent and unconventional girl who

aspires to be a famous rwiter. she has strong cltaractet' that is verl- diferent {iom

wonlell at thnt tirne. 'Ihis reason enoourilges ttre writcr to analyze tlte rnain character

"Jo March" who reflects f'enrinine strength an<l independence'

1.2 Statement of ths Problem

,[ '1in strrt ly is irr lerrt lcr l  lo:rnalyzr anrl givt lhc r lescripl iolt  ol ' . ]o Mnrch's

character rvhich reveals the itlea of fenrinine strelrglh and indepenclence' Therefore,

tlrr.,r,r,riler will answer llre follolvin.q qrrestions.'l'fie rtniter worrld also like to

analyze other characters' oltinions abottt -lo l\{arch's feminine sh-ength and

incleptntlettce,

L Ilow tloes Jo l\'farch's character reveal the idea of'

independence?

skength and

2.. \trrr,hat tlo other charaoters think atrout Jo h{arc}r's feminine slrength 'and

inclependence ?

L3 Objectives of the StudS'

Banecl an rhe ntatement of the protrlem, thin nhrdy aimn to finrl out Jo

Mnrch,,s characler thal reveals the idea of l'enrinine slrength and intlepettdettce artd

what other characters lhink aborrt Jo March's lerninine sh'englh antl inclependencre'

'llre writer of this thesis tries to discuss as clearly as possible the feminine

strength stld illd(rpettdettce in Little Wotttetl'



l.{ fiignilicance of the fittrdy

Achrally, every human being in this world has the same rights, but people

fuave been usetl lo lreating women unfhirly. Tltus. tltere are mally womett rvho wartt

to be equal rvith men, for instance in careers or in the household. Therefore, by

alalyzirrg lhe novel, the rvriter of this thesig ltopes that tlrouglr this study, people

rvill leanr more nbout lbrninism nraffers iurcl its progress ancl give soure insights of

feminism.

'Ihe wriler also hopes to erase tlle assurrrJrlion of regnrding rn'ornen as week

creahn'es [ecarne if they get the sanre cltance, they can have the same position as

men. Besicles that. the writer also w.ants to introduce Lottisa May Alcott's Little

Women as one of the most popular jrrverrile books ever written which itt trased on

the author'n chilrlhoodhome. Ihe ntory concern,q the daily lives of four girls. their

aspiration, hou, lhey sho'*' their selleryrressiotr attd self-realization' Jo l{arch is

the girl w,ho mostly shor+'s her shong and independent character' Moreover, the

writer also hopes lfiat this thesis will give otlters tuore utttlerstantlitrg to avoicl

mi sassumpti on toward femini sm.

1.5 Limitation of the Stndy

The writer of this thesis limits her cliscrrssion merely to the ntain character

"Jo March" and her cltaracters which sltorv Iirntinine slrengtlr in tenns of moral and

/or mental. not phynical on+, and indepenclence. The writer would also like to

tliscuss ollter cltaracters: Meg, Ileth, funy, lVlrs. and I\{r. March, Lanrie and Mr'

Laurelce. The reiuson why the lvr-iter wrurts to tliscttss Jo March because she shows



her strong and indepetttlent cltaracter rvhich is rarely

tirne.

orvned bY other girls at that

1.6 Definition af KeY Terms

To av'icl r.isi.terpretation in understanding this thesis writing, the writer

u.ould like to define nome key terms that are related to this shrdy:

l.' A novel is a' tictitiotls prose n,atittive or tale of consirlerable lengtlr in *'hich

cftnrnclers un<l acli<lttfr rcJ)rt-trclll:ttivr of lfie rcnl lilc of pnrrl or prerent limen

p0rhuyerl in aplot of nrore on less corrllllexities (.leremy Hirlvthonte' 1985:l)'

2. A character is an extencled verbal representation of hurnafl being' tho inner self

that tletenninen thouglrt, speech antl hehavior (Roberls and Jacobs' 1989:143)'

3. F-eminine is having qtralities regarded as charncteristic of women and girls; as

gent ' leness, rveakness,del icacy,mot lesty(Wetrs ter 'sNewWor ldDict ionaryof

American Langltage, 1957: 534)'

4. Skength is the quali$ ofbeing physica.lly, mentally. or morally sbong; porverfirl'

force; vigorous (The llolt Ba.qic Dictionary ofAnrericiur English, 1966:710)'

5. Inclepenqlence is the ntale or quality of being inilepentlent; freedorn fi.om the

influence, conlrol or delermination of atrotlter or othc'rs ( webster's New world

D ictionary of the Atnericart Liurgtrage' 1' 957 : 74 l)'

1.? Organhation of the StudY

'Ihis theris starf.n witlr Chapler I lrlrorluction which consists of Backgrotrnd

of tlre shrcly, slaternetrt of the prol-rltrttt, ol.rjectivtrs of the slucly' fiignificalrce of the



slutly, Lirnitaliolr of the study, atrtl t)r,giutization of the study- In Chapter II, the

wr-iter reviervs some relaterl literalrrre lvhich can sttpport and help lhe writer to do

l5e analysis. 6 Cfuapter III, ilre writer deals lviLh the methodology of the study and

she presents her interlrretation of the analysin in Chapter IV. Finally, the writer

coucludes his analysis anrl gives sugglestions in thvr last chapter, i'e' Chapter V'


