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SYNOPSIS

Char les Dickens is  one of  the greatest  Engl ish novel is ts .

One of  h is  popular  novel -  is  Great  Expectat ions.  In  Great

Expectat ions he has created whole words of  characters,  exager-

ated but unforgettable that rnake hin a signif icant voice in

the Vic tor ian Age.  Pip as the main character  o f  the protago-

n is t  shows how hard he overcomes h is  d i f f icu l t ies unt iL  la ter

he becones a gentleman from the hetp of the crirninal_ and his

re lat ionship wi th  the other  characters unt i l -  these re la t ion-

ship af fect  h is  l i fe .  Here is  the synopsis  of  the s tory .

When Phi l ip  Pi r r ip  was very younq,  he could not  say h is

name.  So he ca l ls  h i rnsel f  P ip and comes to be ca l led p ip.  p ip

is  an orphan who l ives wi th  h is  s is ter  and her  husband,  the

blacksni th  Joe cargery.  One day on the marshes,  p ip  is  look ing

at the tornbstones of the mother and father he had never seen.

Then he real izes that  they are dead and burr ied.  The wind is

howl inq on the narshes.  He fee l_s f r ightened and begins to  cry .

Suddenly ,  he is  ter r i f ied by the appearance of  an escaped

convict who

Garge r i es .

forces h im to s teal  food and a f i le  f rom the

The next  morn ing Pip s teals  some bread and cheese,  ha l f  a

jar  o f  mincemeat ,  some brandy,  and a pork of  p ie .  Then he goes

to the forge to get a f i le and runs toward the narshes. pip

gives the rnan the food and the fi le then he sits down and

watches h i rn  eat .  The man looks ter r ib ly  hungry and co ld.  In

the afternoon, the convict is recaptured with another convict



whom he hates.  P ip does not  forget  h is  adventure wi th  the

convic t  for  a  long t i rne.  In  fact ,  he of ten drearns about  h i rn .

When Pip is  growing up,  he gets  the educat ion only  f rom

the great-aunt  o f  Mr Wopsle,  the par ish c lerk ,  and her  grand-

daughter ,  B iddy.  A new oppor tuni ty  comes to p ip  when Uncle

Purnblechook arranges for  h i rn  to  go to  Miss Havisham's house.

Shor t ly  a f ter  th is ,  P ip is  inv i ted to  p lay at  Sat is  House,

home of weal-thy Miss Havisham who l ives alone in a big house

near  the v i l lage.  She has l ived in  sec lus ion s ince she hras

abandoned on her  wedding day.  Here,  he meets EsteI Ia ,  a  beau-

t i fu l  g i r l  and very proud who t reats  h in  wi - th  contempt .  p ip  is

very unhappy about her treatment but he has never met a girl

so beaut i fu l  as EsteI Ia .  He is  a lso ashamed because she scorns

Pip as a 'comrnon labouring-boy, with course hands and thick

boo ts .

Af ter  h is  f i rs t  v is i t ,  p ip  goes back to  Miss Havisharn,s

house. Nothing has changed. pip now understands that every-

th ing in  the house has s topped,  I ike the c1ock,  a long t i rne

ago.  Miss Havisham knows that  when p ip is  o ld .  enough,  he wi l l

be apprent iced to  Joe and learn to  be a b lacksmi th.  So Miss

Havisham gives Joe twenty- f ive guineas to  pay for  p iprs  ap-

prent iceship and d isrn isses the boy wi th  the warn ing that  he

can expect  no more.

Pip and Joe has always looked forhrard to working togeth-

er .  But  now Pip knows that  wi l t  not  be happy as Joe 's  appren-

t i -ce.  He is  ashamed to work in  the forge.  He wishes that  he is

r ich and l ives in  a b ig  house t ike Miss Havisham. He wants



Este l la  to  l ike h im.  About  th is  t ime,  Mrs Joe is  very

along t ime.  When she gets  bet ter ,  she can not  ta lk

proper ly .  Nobody ever  f inds out  who at tacks her .  p ip

that  i t  must  have been Or l - ick ,  but  Or1 ick says that

been in the town that night drinking.

i t l  f o r

or  walk

th inks

he has

As Mrs Joe needs sornebody to look after her. Biddy comes

to s tay at  the forge.  She looks af ter  Mrs Joe sp lend. id ly ,  and

she keeps the whole house neat  and c1ean.  She is  very hetpfu l

to  Pip who only  loves her  as a f r iend.

On saturday n ight ,  P ip and Joe are s i t t ing by the f i re  in

Three Jo l ly  Barqenen.  f t  is  the four th year  of  p iprs  appen-

t iceship.  There is  a  s t ranger  s tands by the f i re ,  l is ten ing to

ta lk .  The st ranger  is  Mr Jagger ,  a  London lawyer  that  p ip  has

met  h i rn  on the s ta i rs  at  Miss Havishamrs house.  He te1 ls  p ip

that  he has inher i ted ,great  expectat ions,  f rom a rnyster ious

benefactor .  P ip wi l l  now leave the forge and be educated as a

gentleman. Pip is warned that he must not seek the name of the

benefactor but he assumes that it nust be Miss Havisharn.

Pip is so excited that he does not think how rnuch Joe and

Biddy wi l l  n iss h i rn .  His  last  week at  horne passes quick ly .  He

buys a new sui t  and a l - ready begins to  behave l ike a snob.

Pip goes to London to be educated by Mr Matthew pocket, a

re lat j -ve of  Miss Havisharn.  In  the of f ice,  he te I ls  p ip  what  he

is  to  do next .  He has to  meet  Mr Mat thew pocket ,  s  son,  Her-

ber t  and stays wi th  h in  unt i l  Monday.  On Monday Herber t  wi l l

take Pip to  h is  fa ther ,s  house.  P ip can l ive there

w ishes .

heI T

Pip has to  wai t  a  long t ime for  Herber t  Pocket  to  arr ive.



At last he comes up the stai-rs who turns out to be the pale

young

sham'  s

becornes

gentleman that he has fought and beaten at Miss Havi-

house. Herbert Pocket is cheerful and good-natured who

a c lose f r iend of  P ip.  The two young men f ive at

Barnard 's  Inn.  P ip f inds that  i t  is  very p leasant  to  be r ich

young man in London. He spends a 1ot of money on buying his

f ine c lo thes and furn i ture.

On Monday morning Pip receives a l_etter from Biddy who

announces the arr iva l_ of  Joe.  p ip  is  worr ied about  Joers

manners and sends h is  servant  away to  avoid embarrassnent .

Joe ' s  v i s i t  i s  no t  a  success .  p i p  behaves  i n  a  s t i f f ,  unna tu -

raf fashion and Joe, though he is awakward, has too rnuch

digni ty  to  remain where he is  not  wanted.  As Joe leaves,  p ip

runs af ter  h im,  but  i t  is  too la te.

Pip goes to  see Este l1a,  but  he

af  l - .  P ip 's  i -ncreasing snobbery leads

Biddy.  Now Este l1a l ives in  London.

o f t en  as  he  cou ld .  Es te I I a  i s  ve ry

par t ies.  Many men adrn i re her .  One of

who has studied with Mr Matthew pocket

in  London.  He is  s tup id and ug1y,  but

la seems to l ike hi_m. Eventhouqh she

s t i l l  l o ves  he r .

does not  see Joe af ter

hirn to neglect Joe and

Pip goes to  see her  as

fond of  go ing bal ls  and

thern is Bentley Drunmle

when Pip f i rs t  ar r lves

he is  very r ich.  Este l_-

rnakes Pip unhappy, he

When Pip reaches the age of  twenty- three,  a l l  o f  h is

dreams are ruined by the appearance of the convict, AbeI

Magwi tch.  On a s torrny n ight ,  P ip has a v is j - tor .  Soon he knows

who the v is i tor  is .  The v is i tor  is  the convic t  he has helped



on the marshes a long t i rne ago.  The convic t  ident i f ies h imsel f

as a Pip 's  myster ious benefactor .  P ip is  shocked because he

has a lways thought  the money comes f rom Miss Havishan.  Wi th

his  ar r iva l ,  every hope of  marry ing the beaut i fu l  Este l la  is

banished.  Pip learns the punishment  for  a  t ranspor ted convic t

who returns is  death,  and so p ip dec ides to  shel ter  and save

his  unwelcome guest .  Wi th Herber t rs  he lp he hopes to  save

convic t  by sending h im abroad.  The s i tuat ion is  compl icated by

the act iv i t ies of  conpeyson,  a smooth cr iminal  who once got

h i rnsel f  a  l ight  sentence by g iv ing fa lse ev idence against

Magwiteh. Conpeyson is the second convict on the marshes and

is  a lso the lover  who betrayed Miss Havisharn.  In  the nean

t ime,  Pip v is i ts  Miss Havisham. He is  supr ised to  see Bent ley

Drummle there.  Este l la  says that  she is  go ing to  marry  Bent ley

Drummle.  P ip returns to  London fee l ing miserable than ever

be fo re .

Although he fee ls  very sad,  he turns h is  at tent ion to

save Magiwi-tch. So Pip and Herbert try to put on a boat that

wi l l  take h i rn  abroad.  They row s lowly a l l  rnorn ing.  Unfor tu-

nate ly ,  they are in tercepted by a pol ice boat  wi th  the Cornpey-

son on board. When Magwitch finds out that Compeyson is on the

other boat. He pulls Compeyson into the water. After strug-

gling, Magwitch is badly \^rounded and Compeyson is drovrned.

Finnaly ,  he d ies a few weeks la ter .  He d ies in  comfor t  because

Pip te l ls  h i rn  that  h is  lost  daughter  is  a1 ive.  and that  he

(P ip )  l oves  he r .

Af ter  Magwi tch d ies and Herber t  has gone to Cai ro,  p ip  is

near ly  ar rested for  debts and fa l ls  dangerously  i I I .  When he



recovers he finds Joe who has been sent by Biddy to look after

h i rn .  He recognises in  Joe as a gent le  Chr is t ian man.  He te l ls

Pip that  Mlss Havisham has d ied because she gets  badly  burnt

when her  dress catches f i re .  Joe leaves p ip wi th  the amount  of

money Pip has owed.

A few days la ter ,  P ip returns to  h is  v i l lage wi th

idea of  proposing rnarr iage to  Biddy,  when he gets  there,

f inds that  Joe and Biddy have a l ready marr ied.  Recover ing

the

he

from

his f i rs t  shock,  he fee ls  g lad that  he te l ls  Joe noth ing about

h is  own hopes of  marry ing Biddy.  He congratu lates thern.

Af ter  e leven years work ing wi_th Herber t rs  f i rm in  the

East ,  P ip comes to Engtand as fa i r ly  weal thy man.  On the

ru ined s i te  of  Sat is  House,  he meets Este l la  who is  now widow.

They ta lked for  a  whi le .  She says that  suf fer ing has taught

her  understand Pi -p 's  fee l ing and she hopes they wi l l  cont inue

fr iends apar t .  But  P ip takes her  hand and as the r is ing moon

scat ters  the rn is ts ,  sees 'no shadow of  another  par t ing f rorn

he r ' .



BIOGRAPHY

Charfes Dickens,  one of  the most  successfu l -  o f  Engl ish

novel is ts ,  and a1so one of  the greatest ,  was born on February

7,  a t  Landpor t  Por tsmouth.  He was the second chi ld  of  John

Dickens and El izabeth Dickens who were f rom the lower middl -e

c lass or ig ins,  h is  fa ther  was enployed as a c lerk  in  the Navy

Pay-Office, but subseguently a newspaper reporter in London.

Af ter  a  t ransfer  to  London in  LBL4,  John Dickens and h is

farnily moved to Chatrnan, near Rochester, three years later.

Dickens was about  f ive at  that  t ine.  For  the next  f ive years,

the farn i ly 's  l i fe  was p leasant ,  they rdere very happy.  young

Dickens spent  h is  ear ly  happy l i fe  there.  Taught  to  read by

his  rnother ,  he soon becarne in t i rnate wi th  h is  fa therrs  sma11

col lect ion of  l i terary  c l -ass ic  which inc luded Shakespeare,

Ce rvan tes ,  De foe ,  Smo l l e t t ,  F i e l d i ng ,  and  Go ldsm i th .  These

lef t  a  permanent  mark of  h is  imaginat ion,  the i r  e f fect  on h is

ar t  i ras qui te  i rnpor tant .  He at tended schoo1 dur ing th is

per iod and showed h insel f  to  be a rather  so l i tary ,  observant ,

good-natured child with some talent for cornic routines, which

his  fa ther  encouraged.

In 1822,  Dickens,  happy l_ i fe  came to an end,  h is  fa ther

was sent  back to  London.  He got  in to ser ious f inancia l  t rou-

ble. So the fanily had to move to Chamben Town, a poor suburb

of  London.  To help the fan i ly ,  Dickens had to feave school  and



go to work in blacking factory among rough companions

which he labbeled bot t les for  wages of  s ix  sh i l l ing a hreek.  He

managed his job for a short t irne but the misery of that expe-

r ience could not  be forget ten a l l  h is  l i fe .  At  that  t i rne h is

father was irnprisoned for debt, but was released three months

Iater  by a smal l  legacy.

Af ter  h is  fa ther  was re leased f rom pr ison,  Dickens went

back to  school .  Dissat is f ied wi th  the work,  he learned shor t -

hand and becarne a reporter in 1828. At the age of twenty he

became a journal is t ,  work ing for  three papers in  succession.

In  the next  four  or  f ive years he acqui red the reputat ion of

being the fastest  and most  accurate par l iamentary repor ter  in

London.  The va lue of  th is  per iod rnade h im sharpening h is

na tu ra l l y  sk i l l  t o  w r i t e  so  many  books ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch  u t i l i zed

as characters h is  own farn i ly  and people in  h is  1 i fe .  Many of

the thenes and the plots in his books are based on the working

condi t ions and the soc iat  condi t ions of  h is  t ine.  For  example,

he was fond of  wr i t ing the novel  o f  orphans or  poor  ch i ldren

$rho fater becarne gentl-eman that described the social condition

at  that  t ine.

In  1836,  He marr ied Chater ine Hogar t ,  a  daughter  of  the

Edi t ion of  the Evening Chronide.  She had g iven ten ch i ldren

but  her  p lac id nature had never  adapted to  h is  sensi t ive and

exuberants character  as a novel is t .  So the couple separated

twenty- two years la ter .

A l though Dickensrheal th  began to dec l_ ine in  1967,  he

t ravel led to  Arner ica and gave publ ic  readj_ng of  h is  work.  In



June  I 87O,  he  d i ed  i n  h i s

Corner  at  Westn is ter  Abbey

Engl ish L i terature.

home and

beside

T^ras burried

other great

i n  Poe ts '

f igures of
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