
SPEECH FUNCTIONS USED BY MARY LENNOX 

IN BURNETT’S NOVEL SECRET GARDEN 

 
A THESIS 

As Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements of the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree  

in the Faculty of Teacher Training and Pedagogy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: 
Leddya Warta 

1213002018 
 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

THE FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND PEDAGOGY 

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SURABAYA 

2006 





 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
First of all, the writer would like to thank Jesus Christ for His blessings and 

mercy in guiding her during the writing of this thesis and in supporting her to finish the 

thesis. 

The writer would also like to express her credit to all people who helped and 

supported her to finish her thesis. For this, she would like to express her deepest 

appreciation and gratitude to: 

1. Dr. Ignatius Harjanto, M.Pd., the writer’s first advisor who had given his 

valuable time, guidance, advice, support, critics, and suggestions to the 

writer. His massive contribution to the writer has supported the writer to 

finish her thesis. 

2. Dra. Ruruh Mindari, M. Pd., the writer’s second advisor who had already 

given her helps and guidance during the writing of this thesis. Her help, 

advice, and guidance really helped the writer in doing this thesis. 

3. All lecturers of the English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic 

University, who have taught and helped her during her study at the English 

Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. 

4. The writer’s family, who have given their continual supports, love and 

prayer thoroughly, so that the writer could finish the thesis. 

5. The writer’s friends, “GSB”, who have given their supports to the writer to 

finish the thesis. 

 

 

 iii



 

The writer would also like to express her gratitude to those who have not been 

mentioned here. May God bless them. 

 

 

        Surabaya, September 2006 

Leddya Warta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 iv



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

APPROVAL SHEET 1 .................................................................................................. i 

APPROVAL SHEET 2 .................................................................................................  ii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .......................................................................................... iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .............................................................................................  v 

LIST OF TABLES .......................................................................................................  vii 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................................ viii 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................  1 

1.1 The Background of The Study ....................................................................  1 

1.2 Research Questions .....................................................................................  4 

1.3 Objective of The Study ...............................................................................  4 

1.4 Theoretical Framework ...............................................................................  4 

1.5 The Significance of The Study ...................................................................  5 

1.6 Scopes and Limitation of The Study ..........................................................  5 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms .............................................................................  6 

1.8 Organization of The Study .........................................................................  7 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ....................................................................  8 

2.1 Related Theories .........................................................................................  8 

2.1.1 Communication .......................................................................................  8 

2.1.2 Speech Function .....................................................................................  11 

2.1.3 Novel ......................................................................................................  17 

2.1.4 Characters in Secret Garden ...................................................................  20 

2.2 Related Study .............................................................................................  23 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD ..............................................................................................  25 

3.1 Research Design ........................................................................................  25 

3.2 Subject .......................................................................................................  27 

3.3 Source of Data ...........................................................................................  27 

3.4 Data ............................................................................................................  27 

 v



3.5 Instrument ..................................................................................................  28 

3.6 Data Collection Procedures .......................................................................  28 

3.7 Data Analysis Techniques .........................................................................  29 

3.8 Triangulation .............................................................................................  31 

CHAPTER IV  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ................................................................................  32 

4.1 Findings .....................................................................................................  32 

4.2 Discussion ..................................................................................................  41 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION ...........................................................................................................  45 

5.1 Summary ....................................................................................................  45 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................  47  

BIBLIOGRAPHY .......................................................................................................  49 

APPENDICES .............................................................................................................  51 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 vi



LIST OF TABLES 
 

Number Name of Table Page 

4.1.1 Speech Functions of Mary Lennox 38 

4.1.2 The Addressees’ Replies 39 

4.1.3 The Frequently Used Speech Functions  41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 vii



 

ABSTRACT 
 
Warta, Leddya. 2006. Speech Functions Used by Mary Lennox in Burnett’s Novel 

Secret Garden. Thesis, Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, FKIP. 
Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya. 

Advisors: (i) Dr. Ignatius Harjanto, M.Pd, (ii)Dra. Ruruh Mindari, M.Pd. 
 
Key Words: Discourse, Speech Function, and Novel 
 
 An individual needs to communicate his idea to other individuals. In 
communication, an individual can deliver and get the message from other individuals. 
While delivering or getting the message, an individual must try to catch the meanings 
and the functions of the speech. If an individual does not know a speech function, he 
may misinterpret the message expressed by other individuals. Accordingly, he cannot 
reply the message properly (Kempson, 1986:47). 
   In this study, the writer analyzed the speech functions of the main character in 
Burnett’s novel Secret Garden named Mary Lennox. She analyzed the speech functions 
Lennox uses in the social interaction, whether the addressee replied or did not reply the 
Lennox’s utterances with appropriate answers and a speech function that Lennox 
frequently used. This study was conducted to describe the speech function variations in 
the suspense utterances of the main characters.  

The method to analyze the data was content analysis (Ary, 1982:428) because 
this study focused on the content of Burnet’s novel Secret Garden. The findings showed 
that (1) Lennox used four-speech functions: referential, emotive, directive, and 
contextual functions, (2) the addressees usually replied Lennox’s utterances with 
appropriate answers, and (3) Lennox frequently used the referential function in her 
suspense utterances. 

As a conclusion, the author of the novel uses referential, emotive, directive, and 
contextual functions in Lennox’s suspense utterances in Secret Garden to show the 
conflict rises into climax.  She mostly uses referential function in the form of getting 
and sending information in Lennox’s utterances to create the suspense. Based on the 
conclusion, the students of the English Department are given three practical suggestions 
on analyzing speech functions.  
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