
 1

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND MASTERY  
OF “SUPERKIDS 1” STUDENTS OF SENTRA  

ENGLISH COURSE 
 

A THESIS 
 

As Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
 for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree  

in English Language Teaching Faculty 

 
By:  

 
  Yanitra Djatimulja_ 

1213002009 
 

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN JURUSAN 

PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS DAN SENI 
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

JULY, 2006 



 2

APPROVAL SHEET 
(1) 

 

 

This thesis entitled  Vocabulary Acquisition and Mastery of  “Superkids 1” 

Students of SENTRA English Course, prepared and submitted by Yanitra Djatimulja, 

has been approved and accepted  as a  partial  fulfillment of the requirements for the 

Sarjana  Pendidikan Degree in English  Language Teaching by the following 

advisors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3

 
APPROVAL SHEET 

(2) 

 

This thesis has been examined by the Committee on Oral Examination with a 

grade of  _________ on July 18th 2006  

                                    

 
 

Approved by 
 

 



 4

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Above all, the writer would like to 

thank God Almighty for his guidance and blessings. 

Without Him it is impossible for the writer to 

accomplish her thesis. To this point, the bible says,” 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures. He leads 

me beside the still water. He restores my soul. He 

leads in the paths of rightness. For his name’s sake.” 

(Psalms 23:2-3) and “I can do all things through God 

who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) 

In doing the study, two persons have been of great help for the 

writer. They are Drs. Stefanus Laga Tukan, M.Pd and Maria 

Josephine K.S., S.Pd, the writer’s advisors. Therefore right after 

thanking God, the writer would like to express her appreciation and 

gratitude for their patience, guidance, suggestions, assistance, 

supports and encouragement without which she could not have 

completed her thesis and be ready for the examination. There are no 

more beautiful words than sincere and deep thanks to convey her 

gratitude to them.  



 5

To Prof. Dr. D. Wagiman A., M.A., M.G. Retno Palupi M.Pd., 

and Drs. M.P. Soetrisno, M.A. who have spent their precious time 

reading, examining,  and suggesting improvement for her thesis, the 

writer also wish to express her deepest gratitude. The remaining 

shortcomings encountered in this thesis, however, are fully mine.      

Her special gratitude also goes to the big family of SENTRA: 

Foreign Language institution who has given the writer an opportuni-

ty to use one of the classes to collect the data needed for her study. 

She would like to thank Dra. Anita Lie, Ida Asih Pratiwi, S.Pd and 

all SENTRA’s staffs and teachers for their help and cooperation 

during her data collection. She also thanks her students in OBELIX 

class, the subjects of this study. 

Next, she would also like to express her gratitude and special 

thanks to all the staffs of Self-Access Center (SAC) for their help, 

support, and encouragement. She would also like to thank 

M.G.Retno Palupi, M.Pd who has lent her book to the writer. 

 Her special gratitude and thanks are extended to Vina 

Agustina, who has given the writer valuable comments, help, 

suggestions and support. 



 6

Besides, her sincere thanks go to all her family members 

especially her beloved mother for her endless love, prayers and 

supports. She thanks her brother and brother in law who have lent 

their computer to the writer and her sister who has helped her in 

operating the computer.   

 Moreover, the writer would like to acknowledge all of the 

lecturers of the English Department Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education Widya Mandala Surabaya Catholic University for their 

guidance, supports, advises and helps during the study. 

 Last but not least, the writer also would like to express her 

gratitude to all of her friends especially Debbie, Prima, Nancy, Nikita 

and the members of GSB (Vina, Aldo, Novi, Dian, Fransiska, Lusi, 

Juni, Maria, Ledya, Stephanie, and Yunita) for their friendships in 

sorrow and happiness. At last, the writer would like to thank every-

one who has helped her in making this thesis but their names are not 

mentioned one by one. 

The writer 



 7

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
APPROVAL SHEET (1) i 

APPROVAL SHEET (2) ii  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT iii 

TABLE OF CONTENT v  

LIST OF TABLES viii  

ABSTRACT xi 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 1 

1.1. Background of the Study 1 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 9 

1.3. Objective of the Study 10 

1.4. Significance of the Study 11 

1.5. Scope and Limitation of the Study 12 

1.6. Definitions of Key Terms 14 

1.7. Theoretical Framework 15 

1.8. Organization of the Thesis 17 

CHAPTER 2: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 18 

2.1. The Underlying Concepts 18 

2.1.1. Vocabulary 18 

2.1.1.1. The Nature of Vocabulary 18 

2.1.1.2. The Importance of Vocabulary 20 

2.1.1.3. Types of Vocabulary 21 



 8

2.1.1.3.1. Function Words 21 

2.1.1.3.2. Content Words 22 

2.1.2. Language Acquisition 28 

2.1.2.1. First language Acquisition 28 

2.1.2.2. Second Language Acquisition 30 

2.1.2.2.1. Second Language Acquisition Process 31 

2.1.2.2.2. Vocabulary Acquisition 35 

2.1.2.3. Foreign Language Acquisition    37 

2.1.3. Language Mastery 38 

2.1.3.1. Second Language Learning 38 

2.1.3.2. Foreign Language Learning 39 

2.1.3.3. Learnability Theory 40 

2.1.3.4. Vocabulary Mastery  41 

2.1.4.  Language Environment  42 

2.2. Previous Studies 43 

CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 50 

3.1. The Nature of the Study 50 

3.2. The Subjects of the Study 55 

3.3. Research Instruments 55 

3.4. Procedure of Data Collection 56 

3.4.1. Recording 56 

3.4.2. Test 61 

3.5. Procedure of Data Analysis 63 



 9

3.5.1. Analyzing the data from the recording 63 

3.5.2. Analyzing the data from the test 65 

CHAPTER 4: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 67 

4.1. Findings of the Study 67 

4.1.1. Findings of Content Word Acquisition  68 

4.1.2. Findings of Content Word Mastery 74 

4.2. Discussion of the Findings 81 

4.2.1. Discussion of the Findings of Content Word Acquisition 82 

4.2.2. Discussion of the Findings of Content Word Mastery 86 

4.2.3 Conclusion of the Findings 90 

CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSSION 94 

5.1. Summary 94 

5.2. Suggestions  97 

5.2.1. Suggestion for Future Research 98  

5.2.2. Suggestion for Teaching English to Young Learners 99 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 100 

APPENDICES 

APPENDIX I. Tables 105 

APPENDIX II. Transcripts from the Recordings 153 

 

 

 

 



 10

LIST OF TABLES 

Table                          Page 

4.1    The Amount and Percentage of the Content Words Acquired 

by the  Subjects 68 

4.2   The Amount and Percentage of the Nouns Acquired by the 

Subjects  

 on the Basis of the Noun’s Being Concrete 69 

4.3   The Amount and Percentage of the Nouns Acquired by the 

Subjects  

  on the Basis of the Noun’s Form 70   

4.4   The Amount and Percentage of the Nouns Acquired by the 

Subjects  

on the Basis of the Noun’s Usage  71 

4.5 The Amount and Percentage of the Common Nouns Acquired 

by the    Subjects  71 

4.6 The Amount and Percentage of the Verbs Acquired by the 

Subjects 72  

4.7    The Amount and Percentage of the Adjectives Acquired  

by the Subjects 73 



 11

4.8 The Amount and Percentage of the Adverbs Acquired  

by the Subjects 73 

4.9 The Amount and Percentage of the Content Words Mastered 

by the Subjects 74 

4.10 The Amount and Percentage of the Nouns Mastered by the 

Subjects 

on the Basis of the Noun’s being Concrete  75 

4.11  The Amount and Percentage of the Nouns Mastered by the 

Subjects  

on the Basis of the Noun’s Form 76 

4.12      The Amount and Percentage of the Nouns Mastered by the 

Subjects  

 on the Basis of the Noun’s Usage  77 

4.13 The 

Amount and Percentage of the Common Nouns Mastered  

by the Subjects  77 

4.14   The Amount and Percentage of the Verbs Mastered  

by the Subjects 78 

4.15   The Amount and Percentage of the Adjectives Mastered  



 12

by the Subjects 79 

4.16  The Amount and Percentage of the Adverbs Mastered 

by the Subjects 80 

 A     The Subject’s Content Words Acquisition 105 

 A.1  The Subject’s Nouns Acquisition 106 

 A.2  The Subject’s Verbs Acquisition 107 

 A.3  The Subject’s Adjectives Acquisition 108 

 A.4  The Subject’s Adverbs Acquisition 109 

 B   The Subject’s Content Words Mastery   109 

 B.1 The Subject’s Nouns Mastery 113 

 B.2  The Subject’s Verbs Mastery 117 

 B.3  The Subject’s Adjectives Mastery 119 

 B.4   The Subject’s Adverbs Mastery 119 

 C   The Content Words Proposed in the “SUPERKIDS 1” Book

 120 

 D   The Content Words Mastered through the Teacher’s 

Exposure,  

 Songs and Poems. 125 

 E.1  The Results of the Mid-Term Test   127 



 13

 E.2  The Results of the Final Test    128 

 F.1  The Subjects’ Mastery in the Mid-Term Test 130 

 F.2  The Subjects’ Mastery in the Final Test 130 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 14

ABSTRACT 

 
 

Djatimulja,Yanitra. 2006. Vocabulary Acquisition and Mastery of the    “Superkids 
1” Students of SENTRA English Course. S-1 Thesis. English Department 
Faculty of Teacher Training and Education Widya Mandala Surabaya 
Catholic University. Advisors: (i) Drs. Stefanus Laga Tukan, M.Pd, (ii) 
Maria Josephine K.S., S.Pd 

 
Key words: content words, mastery, and acquisition. 
 

There are two ways of developing competence in second and foreign 
languages namely acquisition and learning. Acquisition is associated with natural 
settings, while learning is associated with formal settings. However, it is possible for 
acquisition to take place in formal settings like classrooms, and learning to take place 
in natural settings like at home. Interested in this matter, the writer studied the 
vocabulary acquisition and mastery of the “Superkids 1” Students of SENTRA 
English Course Surabaya. This study focuses on the subjects’ acquisition and mastery 
of content words. 

The study under report is an observational study. In five months, the writer 
observed, recorded and transcribed the subjects’ utterances during the teaching 
learning activities. Besides, two vocabulary tests (mid-term test and final test) were 
conducted to see the subjects’ mastery of the content words taught.    

After analyzing the data, the study revealed that the subjects under study have 
acquired the four word classes of content words: nouns (48.27%), verbs (29.31%), 
adjectives (18.96%), and adverbs (3.44%) in that order. These findings show that the 
content words acquired the most by the subjects are nouns while the content words 
acquired the least by the subjects are adverbs. In terms of their content word mastery, 
the subjects under study also mastered the four word classes of content words. The 
subjects have mastered 59.8% nouns, 26.8% verbs, 11.76% adjectives, and 1.64% 
adverbs. From these findings, it can be seen that the content words mastered the most 
by the subjects are nouns whereas the content words mastered the least are adverbs. 
From the findings, it can be concluded that acquisition and mastery of the subjects 
under study have the same rank. 

Due to the limited time, the study under report focused only on content word 
acquisition and mastery of the subjects. The writer hopes future researches can 
investigate vocabulary acquisition and mastery more deeply. The future researches 
can be conducted with more extensive research techniques. The writer also suggests 
that the English teachers of young learners expose their English in their teaching in 
order to improve their students’ English acquisition and mastery. 
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