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ABSTRACT 

Astuti, IgnasiaKusumaWidi. (2019). The Illocutionary Acts Found in the Lyrics of 

Niall Horan “Flicker” Album. Surabaya: UniversitasKatholikWidya Mandala 

Advisor: Dr. H.J. HendraTedjasuksmana, M. Hum. 

Key Words: Speech Acts, Illocution, Niall Horan, Song 

 

Languageis used to communicate with others by people, since 

communication is one of the important parts from the human’s life. As a universal 

form of communication, language can be divided into two big parts: spoken and 

written languages and speech acts can be used to learn more about language. The 

writer chooses songs as the subjectof her analysis and does an analysis to findout 

the illocutionary acts that can be found in the lyrics of the songs inFlicker album 

by Niall Horan and the underlying reason Niall Horan composed the album. 

 

The study shows that there are four types of illocutionary actsaccording to 

Searle (1977) that can be found in three songs from the Flicker album. They 

arerepresentative, commissive, directive, and expressive. The resultshows that 

only declarative type that does not appear in all three songs in the album.The 

reason isdeclarative that can only be usedby someone who is authorized by 

institutionalframework, for example a pastor baptizing the church.  

 

Moreover, the writer tried to apply this study to the field of education. 

This study can be beneficial for those who are interested in deepening their 

vocabulary and also help the students, the teachers and people whom are 

interested to understand better about literature, especially songs.  


