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APPENDIX I 

INTERVIEW PROTOCOL 

 

First of all, the writer gives the student his/her descriptive writing and 

asks him/her to read it. The writer gives the student a few minutes to 

remember what he/she has written. After that, the writer asks some of the 

questions below: 

1. Please take a look at the first/second/… paragraph. Take a look at 

line one/two/… 

2. What were you trying to say in this sentence? 

3. Why did you choose this preposition in this sentence? 

4. Is there any other preposition which can substitute this 

preposition? If there is any, can you mention them? 

5. What about if I substitute this preposition with ……. Is it 

acceptable? If it is not acceptable, can you give me the reason 

why? 

6. Do you think this sentence is already correct without any 

preposition? 
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APPENDIX II 

TYPES OF PREPOSITION, TYPES OF ERRORS, AND SOURCES 

OF ERRORS 

 

I. PREPOSITIONS OF TIME 

Error of Addition 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 In every weekends, he brought 
me to the mall and some good 
restaurants with my grandma 
and my brother. 

Every 
weekends 

L1 Interference 

 

Error of Omission 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 And then, ^ Monday she 
comes back in boarding house.  

On Mondays Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

2 Tata has been my roommate ^ 
about two years. 

For about two 
years 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

 

Error of Substitution 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 But, on the same times, that 
eyes could give an intense 
feeling that give you a signal 
whether he is in trouble, he is 
angry, etc.  

At the same 
time 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

2 Next month on November 
2012, my brother will celebrate 
his birthday. 

In November 
2012 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 
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3 He can watch them until 
5hours in a row. 

Up to 5 hours L1 Interference 

4 In that time I have no more 
interest to make an relationship 
with the girl. 

At that time Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

5 So in the next day after school 
I went to her school and 
waiting for her in front of her 
school. 

On the next 
day 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

6 He was born in China in 18th of 
May, 1956. 

On 18th of 
May, 1956 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

7 If she has time to do the duties, 
she can do it on that time. 

At that time False concepts 
hypothesized 

 

II. PREPOSITION OF POSITION 

Error of Addition 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 When I began my first day as a 
college student of English 
Department at Widya Mandala 
University, I had no idea who 
would be my friends in here. 

My friends 
here 

L1 Interference 

2 I met her when we joined in 
PPK before teaching learning 
activity started. 

We joined 
PPK 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

3 He takes industrial engineering 
and joins in some students 
organizations in his university. 

Joins some 
students 
organizations 

L1 Interference 

4 I hope she will always in 
beside of me. 

Beside me Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

5 I hope she will always in 
beside of me. 

Beside me False concepts 
hypothesized 
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Error of Substitution 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 She just wears golden ring on 
the left sweet finger, there is 
my father’s name in the ring. 

On the ring False concepts 
hypothesized 

2 His father works in BRI bank 
as an employee and his mother 
works as bussinesswoman. 

At BRI bank False concepts 
hypothesized 

3 A watch always in his hand as 
complete his appearance. 

On his hand False concepts 
hypothesized 

4 He loves walking with his 
hands on his pockets or when 
he feels awkward, he will 
explore his cellphone, just to 
make his hands are busy. 

In his pockets Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

5 If you see on her nose, there is 
a small mole in the right side. 

On the right 
side 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

6 There are no earrings in her 
ears or necklace in her neck. 

On her ears Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

7 There are no earrings in her 
ears or necklace in her neck. 

On her neck Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

8 In our home, she usually wears 
house dress and a pair of 
sandals to avoid the cold floors. 

At our home L1 Interference 

9 If we are hanging out to the 
mall, my mother just wears 
fabric trousers with a blouse 
and a pair of flat shoes. 

In the mall L1 Interference 

10 I often accompanied him to go 
swimming and do gym in 
Queen Victoria fitness center. 

At Queen 
Victoria 
fitness center 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

11 I think those combinations are 
perfect in his face. 

On his face False concepts 
hypothesized 

12 We still keep in touch in 
Facebook and Whatsapp. 

On Facebook 
and Whatsapp 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

13 She has a dimple in left her On her left False concepts 
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cheek. cheek hypothesized 
14 Although there are many 

wrinkled in her face, she still 
looks young and beautiful. 

On her face Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

15 She is still lovely and only has 
little wrinkle in her face. 

On her face. False concepts 
hypothesized 

16 She has an oval face with 
freckles and some moles of its 
part. 

On its part Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

17 She has a rather pointed nose 
with a mole on the nostril. I 
forgot in which side. 

On which side Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

18 She often use lipstick to her 
lips when she wants to go out 
because her lips aren’t pink or 
red naturally. 

On her lips L1 Interference 

 

III. PREPOSITION OF DIRECTION 

Error of Substitution 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 Every Friday, after we are 
finish our study, she always go 
home in her home town. 

To her home 
town 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

2 And then, Monday she comes 
back in boarding house. 

To boarding 
house 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

3 Every time, I close with her I 
want to eat her because of her 
smell. 

Close to her L1 Interference 
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IV. PREPOSITION OF OTHER SEMANTIC RELATIONSHIP 

Error of Addition 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 Besides of batik, she also likes 
wearing jewelry whether she is 
at home or not. 

Besides batik Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

2 I know that he will never 
expect about this gift. 

Expect this gift L1 Interference 

3 I believe that everyone knows 
about this bike. 

Knows this 
bike 

L1 Interference 

4 It will go straight normally, 
because of the size of the tyre 
is big. 

Because the 
size of the tyre 
is big 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

5 I am very respect with and to 
him because he is very patient 
when he tought me. 

Respectful to 
him  

L1 Interference 
and False 
concepts 
hypothesized 

6 Those glasses fit perfectly 
with his brown eyes. 

Fit perfectly 
his brown eyes 

L1 Interference 

7 I met with the beautiful 
creature that I had never see 
before and when I met her I 
falling in love with her. 

I met the 
beautiful 
creature 

L1 Interference 

8 When I know about her 
answer about her weight I try 
to respect her and I do the 
same. 

I knew her 
answer 

L1 Interference 

9 In the night, I make a phone 
with her to continue about our 
conversation that we did in her 
school. 

To continue 
our 
conversation 

L1 Interference 

10 She looks like confuse, 
nervous, and afraid. 

She looked 
confused 

L1 Interference 

11 But, I respect with her 
because she can solve her 
problem by herself. 

I respect her L1 Interference 
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12 I’ve ever asked to her about 
her dream. 

I have ever 
asked her 

L1 Interference 

13 Well, let me describe about 
his face. 

Let me 
describe his 
face 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

14 I just can call him by phone or 
just look at him by his photo. 

Look at his 
photo 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

15 I think, Charisma has a close 
relation with her brother 
because they sometimes spend 
their time together likes 
shopping windows or just 
cycling together. 

Spend their 
time together 
shopping 
windows 

L1 Interference 

16 She is not only strong in 
physically, but also in 
mentally. 

Strong 
physically 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

17 She is not only strong in 
physically, but also in 
mentally. 

But also 
mentally 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

18 My mother has no special 
appearance in physically. 

Special 
appearance 
physically 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

19 I think it is because of our 
characteristics are 
compatible. 

Because our 
characteristics 
are compatible 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

 

Error of Omission 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 I hope “Lakewood” industry 
have some stocks ^ guitar. 

Some stocks of 
guitar 

L1 Interference 

2 She has so many collection ^ 
books. 

Collection of 
books 

L1 Interference 

3 He can add his collection ^ 
colour for his polo shirt. 

Collection of 
colour 

L1 Interference 

4 Fortunately, her boyfriend is a 
photografer so she can do their 

Together with 
Charisma 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 
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hobbies together, ^ Charisma 
as a model. 

5 I think she becomes crazy 
because ^ zebra. 

Crazy because 
of zebra 

L1 Interference 
and Ignorance 
of the rule 
restrictions 

6 She was a student of Widya 
Mandala too majoring ^ 
Physics development but now 
she is a physics teacher of 
Catholic Senior high school – 
Frateran. 

Majoring in 
Physics 
development 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

7 As long as I have been living 
with her, we have never quarel 
^ each other. 

Quarrel with 
each other 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

8 She always listened ^ my 
story about my study, my 
relationship or etc. 

Listened to my 
story 

L1 Interference 
and Ignorance 
of the rule 
restrictions 

 

Error of Substitution 
No. Wrong Use of Prepositions Correct Use 

of 
Prepositions 

Source of 
Errors 

1 She is very close with me. Close to me L1 Interference 
2 About her personality, my 

sister is a kind of smart and 
hard-working woman. 

Regarding her 
personality 

L1 Interference  

3 Through his long fingers, he 
could play a beautiful song. 

With his long 
fingers 

L1 Interference 

4 When I began my first day as a 
college student of English 
Department at Widya 
Mandala University, I had no 
idea who would be my friends 
in here. 

A college 
student of the 
English 
Department of 
Widya 
Mandala 
University 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

5 What I like about her is she She cares L1 Interference 
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cares with people. about people 
6 She likes to pay attention at 

small details. 
Pay attention 
to small details 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

7 She can be an extravagant when 
she feels stress, especially on 
food. 

Especially 
about food 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

8 It has a chassis which same 
like a bike in MotoGP, of 
course in Honda Team. 

Which is the 
same as a bike 
in MotoGP 

L1 Interference 

9 From the machine, it has 250 
cc. 

Regarding the 
machine 

L1 Interference 

10 From the tyre, the Honda give 
a special edition from 
Bridgestone. 

Regarding the 
tyre 

L1 Interference 

11 This guitar which I want to give 
to him is acoustic guitar with 
contain a good wood and 
beautiful sound. 

Acoustic 
guitar which 
contains a 
good wood  

False concepts 
hypothesized 

12 The body of “Lakewood” guitar 
is made from “mahogany” 
hard wood (mahogany is a 
type of wood) and it will 
produce a great sound. 

Made of 
“mahogany” 
hard wood 

L1 Interference 

13 The neck part of this guitar also 
made from mahogany hard 
wood and it will make you feel 
comfortable when you play this 
guitar. 

Made of 
mahogany 
hard wood  

L1 Interference 

14 I bet all of my money I have 
that my music teacher will be 
very happy if I give that guitar 
for him. 

Give that 
guitar to him 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

15 I am very close with her, 
sometimes we have a different 
opinion, and we fight. 

Close to her L1 Interference 

16 She is short, but not too short, 
she is tall as I am. 

Tall like me Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

17 I cannot depend with people Depend on L1 Interference 
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around me. people 
18 I must be independent woman 

as my mother’s figure. 
Independent 
woman like 
my mother’s 
figure 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

19 I still remembered my first 
impression to him. 

My first 
impression on 
him. 

L1 Interference 

20 She takes the same class with 
me in English Department. 

The same class 
as me 

L1 Interference 

21 Now, about her personality. 
When I first met her, I thought 
she is an arrogant and 
unfriendly person. 

Regarding her 
personality 

L1 Interference 

22 She can be a good listener and 
can give advise for me. 

Give advice to 
me 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

23 I have emotionally close with 
her. 

Close to her L1 Interference 

24 This is one thing that I like 
from her. 

I like about her L1 Interference 

25 She look fat but not so fat so 
that’s why she look beautiful 
for me. 

She looks 
beautiful to me 

L1 Interference 
and Ignorance 
of the rule 
restrictions 

26 There is one of her hobby that 
is same with me listening to 
Korean Pop. 

The same as 
me 

L1 Interference 

27 She always up to date about 
new info for Korean Pop. 

Up to date for 
new info 

L1 Interference 

28 She always up to date about 
new info for Korean Pop. 

New info 
about Korean 
Pop 

L1 Interference 

29 Before that, my mother, my 
brother, and I will discuss for 
make a surprise. 

Discuss to 
make a 
surprise 

L1 Interference 
and Ignorance 
of the rule 
restrictions 

30 Beside that, I want to buy a 
polo shirt for him because he 

Besides that Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 
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looks handsome, cool, when he 
wears polo shirt. 

31 For the polo shirt, I will put in 
small paper bag with letter “I 
LOVE MY DAD” 

Regarding the 
polo shirt 

L1 Interference 

32 He doesn’t like to punish his 
child and grandchildren by 
physical punishment. 

Punish his 
child and 
grandchildren 
with physical 
punishment 

L1 Interference 

33 He has the same age with me. The same age 
as me 

L1 Interference 

34 Off course, he is taller than me. Of course Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

35 It likes my hair but she has not 
long hair and I have it. 

It is like my 
hair 

Overgeneralizat
ion and False 
concepts 
hypothesized 

36 The most I like from his body 
is his nose. 

I like about his 
body 

L1 Interference 

37 I hear it likes a hole of wave. Like a hole of 
wave 

Overgeneralizat
ion and False 
concepts 
hypothesized 

38 A watch always in his hand as 
complete his appearance. 

To complete 
his appearance 

L1 Interference 

39 Her smell likes chocolate. 
Very sweet. I feel comfortable 
if I sit near her. 

Her smell is 
like chocolate 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

40 She is first from third 
childrens. 

The first of 
three children 

L1 Interference 

41 You will have a strong 
impression to him that he is 
very tough and muscular person 
when you shake his hand. 

A strong 
impression on 
him 

L1 Interference 

42 Then, he moved to Lombok 
when he was in the third 
grade in Junior High School. 

The third 
grade of Junior 
High School 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 
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43 He is on the same semester 
with me right now. 

In the same 
semester 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

44 He is on the same semester 
with me right now. 

The same 
semester as me 

L1 Interference 

45 Something I like from her is 
her smell. 

I like about her L1 Interference 

46 In other hand, he is very 
sensitive person. 

On the other 
hand 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

47 She has long straight black 
hair with a fair skin. 

Long straight 
black hair and 
a fair skin 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

48 She also has small think pink 
lips with oval face. 

Small think 
pink lips and 
oval face 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

49 For accessories, she loves 
using a watch and a bracelet 
with colourful and mode/ kind. 

Regarding the 
accessories 

L1 Interference 

50 One thing that more specific 
from her that she loves zebra 
so much. 

Specific about 
her 

L1 Interference 

51 She also uses a book which has 
a cover likes pattern zebra. 

A cover likea 
zebra’s pattern 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

52 In other side, she will take care 
of us when we are sick. 

On the other 
side 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

53 When I get trouble, I share my 
problem with her, and she tells 
me what I have to do, same 
like my sister did. 

The same as 
my sister 

L1 Interference 

54 Tata’s hobbies are almost same 
with me. 

The same as 
me 

L1 Interference 

55 I just say “thanks” for my 
father who led me until now. 

Say “thanks” 
to my father 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

56 He also has good attitudes 
with women, but he is a 
faithful person. 

Good attitudes 
towards 
women 

L1 Interference 

57 In other side, she likes to play 
bamboo flute too. 

On the other 
side 

False concepts 
hypothesized 

58 The freckles are from UV Because of UV L1 Interference 
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radiation not from her 
descendent.  

radiation 

59 The freckles are from UV 
radiation not from her 
descendent. 

Because of her 
descendent 

L1 Interference 

60 She has dark eyes, not so big or 
chinky, it’s on normal size. 

It is in normal 
size 

Ignorance of the 
rule restrictions 

61 I can’t deny that she is still my 
mom, a woman that can 
sacrifice her life to give me 
birth and always cares to me 
all the time. 

Cares about 
me 

L1 Interference 

62 For the tools, there are pallets, 
brushes and some pencils for 
painting. 

Regarding the 
tools 

L1 Interference 

63 For the brushes, I bought them 
for my brother in paint store. 

Regarding the 
brushes 

L1 Interference 

64 OK, for the pencils, there are 2 
kinds. 

Regarding the 
pencils 

L1 Interference 
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APPENDIX III 

STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE WRITINGS 
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