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ABSTRACT 

Language and culture have close relationships. Since 
language is actually one of the elements of a culture, language and 
culture should be considered as a unity. Furthermore Clyde 
Kluckhohn in his book entitled Mirror from Ma.n states that each 
language is a product· of a particular culture and it reflects the 
culture of the people and their view of the world. Moreover, there 
is an intet·dependence between language and culture, since in one 
culture there must be a certain language. Therefore, language and 
culture cannot be separated one from the other. 

Since language itself is closely related with culture, the 
students who learn a foreign language should know about its 
eulture. In this case the students who learn English as a foreign 
language should understand about its culture. At least they should 
know its culture. 

At the English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic 
University, culture is introduced little by little since the first 
semester through the matel'ial of Integrated Course (IC) namely 
Breakthrough by Jack C.Richard and M.N.Long as the material which 
consists of some cultural items. Those cultural items are implicitly 
stated in part of the speaking section, namely ways to S-'iiY it and 
pt~.ir up and practise. The students should understand those 
cultural items. In fact, it is not easy to understand most of the 
cultural .items inside because there are so many expressions to say 
something which cannot be understood clearly by the students. 

- Based on the reason above, the writer tries to analyze 
some cultural items found in Breakthrough book one, two and three. 
Her study aims at interpreting and explaining the cultural items of 
American. people. It is also aimed at mentioning the differences and 
similarities between American and Indonesian culture found in those 
books. Through this study, the writer hopes that this thesis gives 
some contributions concerning the cultural items found in 
Bz·eakthrough book one, two and three to the students of the 
English Department of the Faculty of Teacher Training and 
Education, Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. 

In this study the writer limits her study to the 
conversation sections with the heading ways to say it and pair up 
and practice. She chooses both sections because she analyzes 
cultural items found in the speaking section. She does not discuss 
writing or reading sections. 

In carrying out this study, the writer takes three theories 
namely the language and culture, culture, and the function of 
language. Furthermore, for the 
research methodology, she uses content analysis. It is used to 
analyze particular data, to evaluate its value, appropriateness and 
accuracy. The writer follows four steps in using this research 
<k~ign. First, she takes some theories about culture, then she takes 
samples of speaking sections in Bz·ea.kthrough. She categorizes 
those ones according to the theories in chapter II. Aftet· she unites 

X 



the same categories into one group, she makes the data analysis 
from the result. Then she infers the data analysis, at last she 
concludes the result and asks a culture consultant or a native 
speaker to check the results. 

After analyzing the data, the writer finds the result that 
there are some cultural items found in Breakthrough. She also 
gives the possible meanings of each cultural item based on the 
categol'ies she made in chapter III. While analyzing the possible 
meanings of each cultural item, she found that there are also some 
differences between American and Indonesian culture. She discusses 
these items in chapter IV. 

Since this study does not analyze all the cultural items in 
Rreakthrough book 1 to 3, the writer suggests that this research 
will be continued by other students who are interested in culture 
to study the parts that have not been studied yet. She hopes they 
would like to develop this research as much as possible in order to 
give more contributions concerning the cultural items found in 

'.Breakthrough to the students of Integrated Course at English 
Department of the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Widya 
Handala Catholic University Surabaya. 
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