
The Relationship between Vocabulary Knowledge and

Reading Comprehension Ability of Senior High

School Students

A THESIS

By

Helga Mariana Djuarsa

8212713027

Master in TEFL

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLICUNIVERSITY

SURABAYA

September 2016



i

The Relationship between Vocabulary Knowledge and
Reading Comprehension Ability of Senior High School

Students

A THESIS

Presented to Widya Mandala Catholic University
Surabaya

in partial fulfillment of the requirement for
the Degree of

Master in Teaching English as a Foreign Language

By
Helga Mariana Djuarsa

8212713027

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
GRADUATE SCHOOL

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
SURABAYA

September 2016



ii

APPROVAL SHEET
(I)

This thesis entitled The Relasionship between Vocabulary

Knowledge and Reading Comprehension Ability of Senior

High School Students prepared and submitted by Helga Mariana

Djuarsa (821.271.30.27) has been approved to be examined by

the Thesis Board of Examiners.

Prof. Dr. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc

Thesis Advisor



iii

APPROVAL SHEET
(II)

This thesis entitled The Relationship between Vocabulary

Knowledge and the Reading Comprehension Ability of Senior

High School Students prepared and submitted by Helga Mariana

Djuarsa (821.271.30.27) has been approved and examined by the

Thesis Board of Examiners on September 2, 2016.

Prof. Dr. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc Siti Mina Tamah, M. Pd, Ph.D

Secretary Member



iv

Statement of Authenticity

I declare that this thesis is my own writing, and it is true and

correct that I did not take any scholarly ideas or work from others

dishonestly. That all the cited works were quoted in accordance

with the ethical code of academic writing.

I also declare that I agree to submit my thesis entitled: The

Relationship between Vocabulary Knowledge and  Reading

Reading Comprehension Ability of Senior High School Students to

Widya Mandala Catholic University library and fully understand

that it will be made public via Internet and other uses of online

media.

Surabaya, September 2, 2016

Helga Mariana Djuarsa

8212713027



v

Acknowledgements

First of all, I would like to thank Almighty God for His

endless blessings and enlightenment that eventually I am able to

accomplish this thesis. Confidence and desperation, headway and

obstacle, rise and fall inevitably occur, yet, I have been able to

endure all positively by His grace.

Secondly, my special profound appreciation is addressed to

Prof. Dr. Veronica L. Diptodi, M.Sc. I am earnestly thankful to

have her as my adviser. She is very comprehensive and supportive.

Without her guidance and persistent help, the accomplishment of

this thesis would not have been possible.

Thirdly, I would also like to express her gratitude to Prof.

Anita Lie, Ed.D as the Director of Widya Mandala Graduate

School, who always supports and encourages the writer to finish

the the thesis writing in time.

Fourthly, the gratitude is also extended to Dr. Ignatius

Harjanto as the Head of the Graduate School of English Education

Department.



vi

Fifthly, I also would like to thank Prof. Dr. Agustinus

Ngadiman and M.N Siti Mina Tamah, M.Pd, Ph.D, for their

valuable commentary during my thesis examination.

Sixthly, the writer would also like to thank the principal, the

teachers as well as the students of the school who become the

participant of the study. Their generous help enables the

completion of this thesis.

Finally, I would like to deliver my deepest gratitude to my

beloved parents for their persevering prayer despite of being miles

away. Because of them, my motivation and confidence to

accomplish this thesis are preserved.

Helga Mariana Djuarsa



vii

Table of Content

Inside Cover…………...…………………………………………...

Approval Sheet (I)..………………………………………………...

Approval Sheet (II)...……………………………………………….

Statement of Authenticity…………………………………………..

Acknowledgement………………………………………………….

Table of content…………………………………………………….

Abstract…………………………………………………………….

Chapter 1 Introduction

Background of the Study ….……………………..……………..

Statement of the Problem ………………………………………

The Objective of the Study ………….....……...………………..

Theoretical Framework ………………………………………...

Significance of the Study ………………………………………

Definition of Key Terms ………………....……………………..

Chapter 2 Review of Related Literature

Theory of Linguistic Schemata ………………………………...

Theory on Vocabulary ………………………………………….

Breadth and Depth………………………………………………

Vocabulary Knowledge………………… ……………………...

Vocabulary Size ……………………….......................................

Reading Comprehension………………………………………..

i

ii

iii

iv

v

vii

xi

1

9

10

11

13

14

15

18

19

23

25

26



viii

Bottom up Approach……………………………………………

Top Down Models………………………………………………

Interactive Reading Processing…………………………………

Taxonomy of Reading Comprehension…………………………

Vocabulary Size and Reading Achievement…………………….

Some Research on Reading and Vocabulary Size………………

Chapter 3 Research Method

Research Design ………………………………………………..

Variables………………………………………………...............

Population and Sample………………………………………….

Threats on Internal Validity……………………………………..

Raters……………………………………………………………

Research Instruments …………………………………………..

Data Collection Procedure …..…………………………………

Data Analysis Technique..……………… ……………………...

Chapter 4 Results and Finding

Result of Data Analysis ………………………………………...

Students’ Vocabulary Level Test Mastery………………………

Students’ Reading Test Mastery………………………………...

The Relationship between Vocabulary and Reading

Comprehension Achievement (Pearson correlation)……………

Multiple Regression Analysis Result…………………………...

Discussion……………………………………………………….

28

28

29

29

32

34

36

37

38

38

39

40

46

46

50

50

51

52

54

55



ix

Chapter 5 Conclusion and Suggestion

Conclusion………………………………………………………

Pedagogical Implication………………………………………...

Suggestion ………………………………................................ ..

References …………………………………………………………

Appendices

Appendix 1: Vocabulary Size Test 1 ……………….…………...

Appendix 2: Vocabulary Size Test 2 ……………………………

Appendix 3: Vocabulary Size Test 3…………………………….

Appendix 4: Reading Comprehension Text……………………..

Appendix 5: Reading comprehension test (trial)………………..

Appendix 6: Reading comprehension test………..……………..

Appendix 7: Answer Key Vocabulary Size Test 1………………

Appendix 8: Answer Key Vocabulary Test 2……………………

Appendix 9: Answer Key Vocabulary Test 3……………………

Appendix10: Answer Key Reading Comprehension Test………

Appendix 11: Students’ Vocabulary and Reading Test mastery...

Appendix 12: Validity Level of Vocabulary and Reading

Comprehension Test……………………………..

Appendix 13: Reliability Level of Vocabulary and Reading

Comprehension Test……………………………...

Appendix 14: Correlation between students’ vocabulary size

and reading ability (multiple regression)………..

57

58

59

61

66

68

70

72

75

76

77

79

81

83

85

86

88

90



x

Appendix 15: Students’ vocabulary and reading test result…….. 91



xi

Abstract

Djuarsa, Helga Mariana. 2016. The Relationship between
Vocabulary Knowledge and Reading Comprehension
Ability of Senior High School tudents. Master Program in
Teaching English as a Foreign Language, Widya Mandala
Catholic University, Surabaya. Supervisor: Prof.
Dr.Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc

KEYWORDS: vocabulary, vocabulary knowledge, reading

comprehension.

Reading plays an important role in learning a language
because it needs students to know and understand what they are
reading.

This paper is to investigate if there is a strong correlation
between vocabulary size and the students’ ability to comprehend
reading passages and to know the vocabulary size owned by senior
high school students in a private school in Surabaya. Knowing the
amount of words the students have will help the teacher to predict
their ability in understanding reading passages in the foreign
language.

The instrument used in this study is Nation’s Vocabulary
Level Test (level 3000) and the participants were senior high
school students in a private school in Surabaya.

The result reveals that there is a positive and strong
correlation between vocabulary size owned by students and their
ability in understanding reading comprehension.


