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Abstract

Wibowo, Likewati. 2016. Classroom Interaction in an EYL Classroom, S-2
thesis, English Department Graduate School Widya Mandala
Catholic University Surabaya. Advisor: Dr. Ruruh Mindari, M.Pd.

The recent curriculum, K13, pushes teachers to move away from the
traditional teacher-centered-classroom to a student-centered classroom. Due
to the significance of classroom interaction research, this study analyzed the
classroom interaction in an EYL classroom by describing its
communication contents and patterns of interaction. The data were collected
through classroom observation and semi-structured interview for the
teacher. The writer observed the spoken communication between the EYL
teacher and 39 fifth graders in a national elementary school using the video
and audio recorders. Others, teacher’s interview and field notes were the
supplementary data. Having been transcribed, the data analyzed based on
the adapted form of FLint system.

Then, some findings were revealed by describing them. The top three
of the communication contents expressed by the teacher were asking
questions (20.05%), giving information (10.09%) and repeating students
response verbatim (6.65%). Strangely, the teacher never gave direct pattern
drills (0%) during the lesson. On the other hand, the top three of the
communication contents expressed by the students were students’ choral
response to the teacher (17.61%), individual student response to the teacher
(13.27%), student’s nonverbal behavior (4.84%). Conversely, student with
peer’s response to the teacher (0.17%) was in the lowest rank which
referred to the lack of giving group work activities. At last, the pattern of
interaction revealed was still teacher-centered since most of the interactions
were initiated by the teacher. In other words, the expectation of K13 in this
study was not yet fulfilled. More and more, the result showed more teacher-
learner interaction than learner-learner interaction. Beyond the context of
teacher-centered classroom, the students still successfully achieved their
English test above the minimum passing criteria (82). It means the slight
difference based on the ratio of the teacher and student talk (58:42) indicate
a low achievement as it was, in fact, above the MPC which is 75. Besides,
the students showed active participation during the lesson.

Based on the results, there are some suggestions given to both EYL
teachers and future researchers. The teacher can create more interactive and



communicative activities by having more group work and activities.
Meanwhile, for the researchers, it is advisable to have more than five times
observations. This study can give valuable contributions to English teachers
by broadening their horizon about EYL classroom interaction.

Key words: classroom interaction, EYL, FLint system, communication
contents
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