
THE EFFECT OF USING PICTORIAL CONTEXT IN TEACHING 
VOCABULARY TO THE FIRST YEAR STUDENTS OF 

SLTPK ST. STANISLAUS I 

THESIS 
As Partial FuHillment of The Requirement For 

The Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in 
English Language Teaching Faculty 

By: 

YOELIANNY 
1213093046 

l Csatu) 

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SllRABAYA 
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI 
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

MEl, 1999 



APPROVAL SHEET 

(1) 

This thesis entitled The Effect of Using Pictorial Context in Teaching 

Vocabulary to the First Year Students of SL TPK St. Stanislaus I which is 

prepared and submitted by Yoelianny has been approved and accepted as a partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English 

Language Teaching Faculty by the following advisors: 

First Advisor 

Ora. M.N. Siti Mina Tamah 

Second Advisor 



• 

APPROVAL SHEET 
(2) 

with the grade of on May 8, 19 

('Q 'Y-i 
Ora. M.N. SrtfMina Tamah 

Member 

Teacher Training Faculty 

Drs. M.P. Soetrisno, M.A 
Chairman 

I~ 
Dr Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc 

Member 

Eng! ish Department 

" 



ACKNOWI.EDGE\IENT 

First of all the writer would like to thank God for His blessing and spirit 

that enable her to accomplish this thesis. The writer would also like to express her 

deepest gratitude and appreciation to those who gave their valuable guidance and 

time that make the accomplishment of her thesis possible especially to: 

l. DR. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc, her first thesis writing advisor, who had 

patiently guided, given comments, and suggestions on her thesis, and had been 

willing to spend her valuable time in examining the \¥liter's thesis. 

2. Ora. M.N. Siti Mina Tamah, her second thesis \mting advisor, who had also 

patiently guided, given comments, and suggestions on her thesis, and had been 

willing to spend her va.luable time in examining the writer's thesis. 

3. Dra. Maria Theresia Eka Lianawati, SLTPK St. Stanislaus I Principal, who 

had given opportunity for the \¥Titer to conduct the research. 

4. Yohana Puspito Rini, the English teacher of SL TPK St. Stanislaus I, who had 

given her valuable time that enabled the writer to apply her experiment. 

5. The students of SL TPK St. Stanislaus I, Surabaya, especially class 1-A, I-B, 

and I -C at the academic year 1998-1999 who had participated in this study. 

6. Titin Safitri, the Library /Dbase Assistant of British Council, who had helped 

the v.Titer in getting the books for the writer. 

7. The writer's beloved family and friends for their prayers, love, and care. 

Finally, the writer also wants to thank to those who have not been mentioned their 

names for giving her their support and service in the completion of this thesis. 

iii 



The writer realizes that all of the guidance, cooperation, time, and chance 

given are really useful for her to enlarge her knowledge and enable her to arrange 

the report well as it shot:ld be. 

Surabaya, 21 Aprill999 

The writer 

iv 



TABLE OF CO:\TENT 

. l APPROVAL SHEFT I 1) 

APPROVAL SHEET (2) ························ .............. lt 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................. iii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ................................................................................ v 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................... viii 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study ........................................... t 

1.2 Statement of the Problem .......................................... 4 

!.3 The Objective of the Study ... . .............................. 4 

1.4 Hypotheses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

1 .5 Significance of the Study ......................... . 5 

1.6 Scope ::nd Limitation of the Study ....... . 

1.7 Dcfinit10n of Key Tenns ..................................... 6 

1.8 Organization of the Study ........................................... 6 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED STUDY 

2.1 The Importance of Teaching Vocabulary ..................... 8 

2.2 The Importance of Teaching Children English ............ 9 

2.3 The Important Role ofthe Teacher .............................. 11 

2.4 The Importance of Teaching Vocabulary 

v 



in Context ....................................................................... 12 

2.5 The Importance of Teaching Vocabulary Through 

Pictures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 4 

2.6 The Importance of Teaching Vocabulary Through 

Pictorial Context . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 16 

2.6.1 The Advantages of Using Pictorial Context ............ 17 

2.6.2 Criteria in Choosing Good Pictorial Context .......... 19 

CHAPTER l1l: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3. 1 Research Design ............................................................ 20 

3.1.1 The Design ............................................................. 20 

3.1.2 The Variables ......................................................... 21 

3.2 The Procedures of Collecting the Data ........................ 22 

3.2.1 The Treatment ofExperimental Group .................. 22 

3.2.2 The Treatment of the Control Group ...................... 23 

3.2.3 Time Allocation ................................................ 24 

3.2.4 Instructor .............. . 

3.2.5 Instructional Material ..... . ..... 25 

3.3 Population and Sample .. . .. 25 

3.4 Material ...................... . . ............. 26 

3.5 Research Instrument ..................................................... 27 

3.5.1 The Reliability of the Test ..................................... 28 

3.5.2 The Level of Difficulty .......................................... 29 

VI 



3.5.3 The Discrimination Power ...................................... 30 

3.5.4 The Validity of the Test .. ....... .. . ................... 31 

3.6 Data Collection Procedure .......................... · .............. 31 

3.7 Data Analysis Technique ............................................... J-2 

CHAPTER IY.ANAL YS!S AND INTERPRETATION OF THE FTNDINGS 

4.1 The Result of the Data Analy~1s ................ . . ....... 33 

4.2 The fnterpretation of the Findings ......................... 34 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION 

5. I Summary ....................................................................... 36 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................... 37 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ...................................................................................... 40 

APPENDIX 

Vll 



ABSTRACT 

Yoelianny. 1999. The Effect of Using Pictorial Context in Teaching 
Vocabulary to the First Year Students of SLTPK St. Stanislaus I. 
Thesis, Program Studi Pendidikan , FKIP. Universitas Katolik Widya 
Mandala, Surabaya. 
Advisors: DR. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc 

Dra. M.N. Siti Mina Tamah 

Keywords: Picture, Context, Pictorial Context 

In the past, teaching vocabulary to the students were not emphasized as the 
major part in learning English as a foreign language. However, as time goes by, 
vocabulary becomes an important thing in learning English as a foreign language 
since most textbooks which contain modem technology and knowledge are 
written in English. That is why learning vocabulary as early as possible is 
considered essential, especially when the students' age is about 9 to 12 years old. 
Because in their age, they have a great capacity to imitate and memorize. 

In order to make teaching-learning more interesting, the writer, in this 
study, suggests pictorial context that can give great help for the students to accept 
vocabulary more easily since using pictorial context makes learning more 
memorable and fun. Teaching vocabulary using pictorial context also enables 
student~ to learn actively for interesting pictures will motivate the students to 
follow the teaching-learning process. 

The aim of this study is to improve the students' vocabulary achievement. 
To carry out her study, she used two classes of the first year students of SLTPK 
St. Stanislaus I, Surabaya as the subjects of her study and three different topics 
namely Animals, Verb, and Noun. In order to know the effect of teaching 
vocabulary using pictorial context the writer gave posttest which was in the forp1 
of seven questions from the scrambled letter and thirteen incomplete sentences 
that the students had to answer with the correct word available in the box. 

After collecting and analyzing the data, the writer found out that pictorial 
context can improve the students' vocabulary achievement better than without 
pictorial context 
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