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ABSTRACT

Meliana, Lidya.,1999. The Readability of the ™“100
Passages”, Thesis, Program Study Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris, FKIP Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala
Surabaya, Advisors : Dr. A. Ngadiman, M.Pd., and
Rosalina N.W.P.,, S.Pd.

Key words: Réadability, Reading Materials, Vocabulary,
Structure.

One of the most important skills in English
is reading since it is one of the ways to obtain
knowledge and everyone from children to adult needs to
read in order to keep on enriching their knowledge.

Teaching reading, however, is not guite
simple for the teacher has to be able to match the
students’ 1level to the readability 1level of the
students. Only when the students are consistently
successful in comprehending the language, they will
achieve something from the text.

This study 1s meant to analyze the ™100
Passages” which is used as the materials for Reading V
students of English Department of Widya Mandala
University. Many students find the materials too
difficult for them. To be able to prove it, the writer
conducts a study on it.

In this study, three cloze procedures deviced
to examine the readability of the materials in terms of
vocabulary and structure. Another instrument is a
guestionnaire which is used to get the total score of
the students’ readability level in terms of personal
interest and background knowledge. The readability
level of the materials in term of illustrations is
determined by using direct analysis.

The analysis in terms of vocabulary and
structure, personal interest, and background knowledge,
the ™“100 Passages” 1is moderately readable for the
students of Réading V students. This means that the
materials can be used with only a little informational
gain although outside assistance is provided. But for
the readability of the materials in term of
illustrations, it turns out that the materials are
lowly readable for there are no illustrations available
to help the students understand the mnaterials. This
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means that the materials are not match to the students’
level of ability in the target language, so the
students cannot comprehend or obtain any information
from materials.

From the result of this study, it can be
concluded that the reading materials in the ™“100
Passages” are, 1in general, moderately readable for the
Reading V students of English Department of Widya
Mandala University. This means that the reading
materials in the “100 Passages” can be used with only a
little informational gain although outside assistance
is provided.

Based on the findings some suggestions are
put forth. It is hoped that the teachers of reading can
find a more suiteble materials for the reading class so
that the students can learn better. If it 1is not
possible to change the textbook, it is suggested that
the teachers teaching Reading V should be the ones who
have enough experiences in teaching reading. Alsc it is
hoped that this study will encourage further study in
the same field of study.





