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ABSTRACT 

L&nguage is used by peopl~ in the ~orld to 
communnicate with other people. Among la~guages in the 
wo~ld, English is an important language ~hat s~0u ld be 
learned. Learning English does not merely ~ea~n the 
sound system of the language, but the gram~a~ must 
a.lso r.nS: learned. 

English grammar is important to be :e&=ned by 
students of foreign languages because it he!ps ~hem to 
e:ommllllic ate better in either spok-en and -. .-:·itten. 
Englic;h grammar has many items, one o f them is t:.enses . 
Tenses concern the changes of ve~~s in rela~~~g to 
times. In Indonesian, there are no tenses . T~2=efore, 
l8a t·ning tenses brings some problems to r~~~~esian 
stud~nts . They tend to use their Indonesia~ g~a~mar as 
t~~1r background knowledge. Beside~, the ~sy of 
teaching English tenses at school is consider~~ to be 
both difficult and boring . As a result, they co no t 
have much interest in learning English ;=ammar , 
especially tenses . English teachers should, t~~=~ fore, 
provide an interesting way of teaching. 

To solve the probl6ms, there are many ways ~o do, 
but this study suggests improving the tec~~~;ue of 
teaching English tenses communicatively ~~ using 
picture stor ies as media while taachi~g ~ ~glish 

t~nses for the first year students of :~n~:: High 
School. Picture stories as a means of teach~~& ~~glish 
tenses have a great number of advantages. ~ic~ure 

stories can arouse the students" interest and =c ~ivate 
them to learn English tenses . 

The picture used in this study 1s 2~~text
oriented type whi c h is useful in in:~~jucing 
dialogues, practicing stuctural patter~s, or 
stimulating oral and written compositio~s. The 
approach that is suggested in the 1994 Curric~:um is 
Communicative Approach. Therefore, this study ~ses the 
Communicatice Approach in teaching English te~ses. And 
the method which is used. in this study is =~-~ ·J.ctive 
Method. 

In conducting the teaching-learning activ~~ies in 
the classroom by means of picture stories, the ~aacher 
should follow three basic steps. They a~e: (1) 
Preparation in which the teacher dete r mines the 
teaching objectivei, prepares the teaching rna~erials, 
prepares picture stories as a media, prepa~e s the 
teaching-learning activities, and the evaluati~~; (2) 
Presentation in which the teac her conduc~s the 
teaching-learning activities; (3) Evaluation i~ which 
the teacher evaluates the students to know how far 
they have understood th~ teaching materials g~7en t o 
them. 
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This study is the r~s~l~ of a ibrary st~dy which 
is based on theories only . The wr cer has obcained 
ntus~ informa~ion from books, p&pers, and articles to 
sup~crt this study, however, she believes :ha~ this 
stucy can be applied in a r~al classroom . T~erefore, 
she ho~es that later somebody cou!d conduct & field 
research concerning this st~dy . 
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