
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1 .1 .Background  of  t h e  S t u d y  

One o f  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s  t o  m a s t e r  i n  t h e  

l e a r n i n g  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a q e  i s  t h e  grammar o f  t h e  

l a n g u a g e .  I t  i s  u n d e n i a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  

t h e  l e a r n i n g  of  t h e  grammar o f  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  b o t h  t h e  

g r a m m a t i c a l  r u l e s  and t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I l l u s t r a t i n g  t h i s  

p o i n t ,  Bloch  dan  T r a g e r ,  i n  t h e i r  book O u t l i n e  o f  

L i n g u i s t i c  A n a l y s i s ,  s t a t e  t h a t  l l . .  . . whenever one  is  

l e a r n i n g  a  new t h i n g ,  h e  u s u a l l y  makes some e r r o r s ,  s u c h  

a s  E n g l i s h .  T h i s  i s  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  s i n c e  l e a r n i n g  

a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e  means l e a r n i n g  a  new s p e e c h  h a b i t M .  1 

The e r r o r s  h e  makes c a n  b e  i n  t h e  form of grammar, 

p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o r  v o c a b u l a r y .  

E n g l i s h  i s  t a u g h t  and l e a r n e d  a s  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  

i n  I n d o n e s i a  and t h e  b a s i c  grammar o f  E n g l i s h  is  t a u g h t  t o  

I n d o n e s i a n  s t u d e n t s  b e g i n n i n g  from t h e  J u n i o r  High S c h o o l .  

The problem w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  grammar i n  

I n d o n e s i a  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d l n t s  v e r y  o f t e n  make e r r o r s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  

I 
B e r n a r d  Bloch and George L .  T r a g e r ,  O u t l i n e  of  

L i n q u i s t i c  A n a l y s i s ,  L i n g u i s t i c  S o c i e t y  o f  America a t  t h e  
Waverly P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  B a l t i m o r e ,  Md, 1942 ,  p .  3 .  
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t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t a r g e t  l a n g u a g e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom 

t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e .  The s t . uden t s  may f i n d  some e l e m e n t s  

o f  t h e  t a r g e t  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e i r  

n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e .  I t  i s  assumed t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  e l e m e n t s  

p o s e  problems t o  l e a r n e r s .  

S i n c e  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  h a b i t  

f o r m a t i o n ,  e r r o r  c o r r e c t i o n  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  u s e f u l  f o r  

c o n c i o u s  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  grammar o f  t h e  l anguage .  2 

To g e t  t h e  h a b i t  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  grammar of  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  

some e r r o r  c o r r e c t i o n s  must  b e  done  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

know t h e  c o r r e c t  r u l e s  i n  E n g l i s h .  B e t t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  

t h e  e r r o r s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  make w i l l  h e l p  t h e  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  

making o f  d e c i s i o n s  on t h e  t y p e s  of  a s s i s t a n c e  g i v e n .  3 

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  f a c t ,  t h e  w r i t e r  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t u d y  would 

l i k e  t o  h e l p  t e a c h e r s  i n  t e a c h i n g  t h e  E n g l i s h  Tag 

Q u e s t i o n s .  The f o c u s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  o n  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  

e r r o r s  i n  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s .  She  d e c i d e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  

t h e  t y p e s  of  e r r o r s ,  f i n d  o u t  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  e r r o r s  and 

s u g g e s t  some t e c h n i q u e s  t o  min imize  t h e  e r r o r s .  

2 
S t e p h e n  D .  Krashen ,  Language Methodology S e r i e s  

P r i n c i p l e s  and  P r a c t i c e  i n  Second Language A c q u i s i t i o n ,  
Pegamon P r e s s ,  1982 ,  p. 11. 

3 
D .  Wagiman, M A . ,  ,The A c q u i s i t i o n  of  E n q l i s h  

S imple  P a s t  Tense  by I n d o n e s i a  S t u d e n t s  : an E r r o r  
A n a l y s i s ,  M a g i s t e r  S c i e n t i a e ,  No 1 2 / 3  E d i s i  1987 ,  p. 14. 
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1 . 2  S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Problem 

With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  c h o o s i n g  t h e  

t o p i c ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  ma jo r  p rob lem u n d e r  s t u d y  i s  

f o r m u l a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s  : 

"What t y p e s  of  e r r o r s  d o  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  make 

i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  what a r e  t h e  

p o s s i b l e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  e r r o r s ? # @ .  

I n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  answer  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  sub-problems a r e  f o r m u l a t e d  : 

1. Do t h e  e r r o r s  o f  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s  p a t t e r n  m o s t l y  

c o n s i s t  of p e r s o n a l  pronoun f o r m s ?  

2 .  Do t h e  e r r o r s  o f  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s  p a t t e r n  m o s t l y  

c o n s i s t  o f  p o s s e s i v e  pronoun f o r m s ?  

3.  Do t h e  e r r o r s  o f  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s  p a t t e r n  m o s t l y  

c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  wrong c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ?  

4 .  Do t h e  e r r o r s  o f  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s  p a t t e r n  m o s t l y  

c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  u s a g e  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  t e n s e s ?  

1 . 3  The O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t u d y  

The O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s  : 

1. t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t y p e s  o f  e r r o r s  made b y  h i g h  s c h o o l  

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  of  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s ;  

2 .  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  e r r o r s ;  

3 .  t o  s u g g e s t  some t e c h n i q u e s  t o  min imize  t h e  e r r o r s  
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1.4 The'Significance of the Study 

The findings of this study are hoped to give 

feedback to English teaching which may be used to improve 

the quality of English teaching such as to plan a remedial 

teaching, to get rid of these grammar errors as soon as 

possible. As we know, teachers1 assistance in the learning 

process may help the students acquire the language faster. 

Hopefully, the findings of this study can support the 

theory of Error Analysis. 

1.5 The Limitations of the St:udy 
, 

Being aware of how b:road the topic of this study 

would be, the writer found it necessary to limit it. For 

the sake of this study, she took only the second year 

students of SMAK of Santo Stanislaus I1 Kalijudan Surabaya 

who enrolled in the academic year of 1988/1989. There were 

106 students taken as the subject of this study. They 

consisted of forty female students and sixty-six male 

students. 

The writer limited her study to only some errors. 

The errors discussed are mainly the ones concerning with 

the English Tag Questions errors, such as errors in the 

use of personal pronouns and errors in the use of 

auxiliary verbs. To this point, there is no point of 
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d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  t e r m s  I 1 e r r o r s 8 '  and " m i s t a k e s "  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y .  

1 . 6  The Assumptions o f  t h e  S t u d y  

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s  : 

1. I n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  u s i n g  

t h e  p e r s o n a l  p ronouns  i s  c o i ~ s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a l r e a d y  good 

enough.  They a r e  supposed  t o  have  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u s i n g  

t h e  p e r s o n a l  p ronouns .  

2 .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s 1  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  u s i n g  

t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  pronouns  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a l r e a d y  good 

enough.  They a r e  supposed  t o  have  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u s i n g  

t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  pronouns .  

3 .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  u s i n g  

t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  i s  c o n , s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a l r e a d y  good 

enough.  They a r e  supposed  t o  have  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u s i n g  

t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s .  

4 .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s 1  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  u s i n g  

t e n s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  P r e s e n t  C o n t i n o u s  T e n s e ,  S imple  P r e s e n t  

T e n s e ,  S imple  P a s t  T e n s e ,  F u t u r e  T e n s e ,  P a s t  C o n t i n o u s  

Tense  and P r e s e n t  P e r f e c t  Tense  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  

a l r e a d y  good enough. They a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  have  no  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u s i n g  t h e  t e n s e s .  

1 . 7  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Key Terms 



I n  o r d e r  t o  f o l l o w  tP,e i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r s ,  i t  i s  w o r t h w h i l e  t o  d e f i n e  some terms 

u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  They  a r e  A c q u i s i t i o n ,  Q u e s t i o n  T a g ,  

SMA o r  I n d o n e s i a n  S e n i o r  High  S c h o o l  a n d  e r r o r s .  

A c q u i s i t i o n  i s  t h e  a c t  o f  a c q u i r i n g .  

A q u e s t i o n  t a g  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  

a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  a s h o r t  q u e s t i o n  a t  

t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  The  s h o r t  q u e s t i o n  i s  c a l l e d  a  

4 
q u e s t i o n  t a g .  

SMA i s  a  S e n i o r  High S c h o o l ,  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

I n s t i t u t e  a s  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l .  T h i s  

I n s t i t u t e  p r e p a r e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t o  

t h e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  
5 

E r r o r s  a r e  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c ,  c o n s i s t e n t  

d e v i a n c e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r ' s  l i n g u i s t i c  

s y s t e m  a t  a  Q i v e n  s t a g e  o f  l e a r n i n g .  
6 

1 . 8  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t u d y  

4 
D e p a r t e m e n  P e n d i d i k a n  d a n  Kebudayan R e p u b l i k  

I n d o n e s i a ,  E n a l i s h  f o r  t h e  SLT' ' ,  S t r u c t u r e  R e f e r e n c e  Book 
I1 & 1 1 1 ,  J a k a r t a ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 9 .  

D e p a r t e m e n  P e n d i d i k a n  d a n  Kebudayaan  R e p u b l i k  
I n d o n e s i a ,  K u r i k u l u m  S e k o l a h  Menenqah Atas (SMA) 1 9 7 5 ,  
Buku I ,  K e t e n t u a n - k e t e n t u a n  Pokok ,  J a k a r t a ,  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  6 .  

K e n n e t h  C r o f t ,  Readi .nqs  o n  E n q l i s h  a s  a S c c o n d  
Language  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  T e a c h e r  T r a i n e e s ,  L i t t l e ,  Brown 
a n d  Company ( I n c , ) ,  B o s t o n - T o r o n t o ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 0 5 .  
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T h i s  s t u d y  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  c h a p t e r s .  C h a p t e r  I t h e  

I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  background  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p rob lem,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  

o f  key  t e r m s  and  t h e  o r g a a i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  C h a p t e r  

I1 d i s c u s s e s  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  and s t u d i e s  

which a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y .  C h a p t e r  I11 d e a l s  w i t h  

t h e  methodology  o f  t h e  s t u d y  which  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and  s a m p l e s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  

t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  

c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  d a t a ,  and t h e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s .  C h a p t e r  I V  

p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f i n d i n g s .  The c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t? is  s t u d y  i s  g i v e n  i n  c h a p t e r  

V ,  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  and s u g g e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

s t u d y .  H o p e f u l l y ,  The s u g g e s t i o n s  w i l l  b e  of  some h e l p  f o r  

E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r s  t o  overcome t h e  p rob lems  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  

t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  improve  t h e i r  ways of 

t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  Tag Q u e s t i o n s .  




