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1-1 Background of the Study

There are four  sk l l ls  in  every langnage,  inc lud ing

Eng l i sh ,  name ly :  l i s t . en i . ng ,  speak ing ,  r ead ing  anc i

w r i t i ng .  As  ' r ne  o f  t he  f  r : u r  sk i l l s ,  w r i t i ng  t r ac l i t i ona l  l y

has occr , rp j -ec l  a  p lace in  most  Engl lsh language sy l lahruses.

Eve. so. arguments are sornetirnee, put for-warci t-or n{lt

t each ing  s tnc l en t , s  t o  w r i t e  beca r r se  i t  i s  f e l t  t ha t  a

conunand of the spoken langr-rage ancl of reaciing is more

important ,  .  For  rnany s tuc lents ,  th is  may be t rue ,  but

t oday ,  g i ven  t he  lmpo r tance  o f  Eng l i sh  as  an

ln te rna t i ona f  l anguage ,  mo re  and  more  peop le  need  t o

l ea rn  t o  w r i t e  1n  Eng l i eh  f o r  occupa t i ona f  o r  academic

pu rposes .  Thus ,  i n  t e rms  o f  s t uc i en t  needs ,  w r i t i ng  may  be

eeen to occupy an equal  ro le  wi th  the other  langnage

sk i l l s  (Wh i t e ,  1981  :  1  )

Lek i  (  1991 :8  )

among  t he  ek11 l s ,

cons i c l e red  t he  I eae t

t each ing  a  l anguage .

l anguage  sk i l lE  r nany

the  roLe  o f  w r l t i ng

l anguage  .  Wr i t  i ng  has

agrees that  in r . c e  l i  t r r  h n t . r o * o -

wr i t i ng  has  been  t r ad i . t i ona l l y

impo r tan t  sk i l l  t o  be  t augh t  r n

I t  was the most  ignc, r .ed of  the

years ago.  Now, at t , i tudes towarde

have  changed  i n  t each ing  a  second

now become much mone i  mr 'or ' tant  tn



',]

the second J.angrrage eurr l cir lum .

I t  ls  t rue that  nowadaye wr l t lng p lays an

essent la i .  ro l .e  in  the language teaching learn lng

ac t i v i t j - es .  Lek l  (  l gg f : g )  e ta tes  t ha t  w r i t i ng  l e  t he

natura l  out le t  for  the s tudente '  re f lect ione on the i r

speaking,  l ls ten lng and reading exper iencee in  the l r

seeond , tang 'age.  she a leo says that  wr l t ing 1s a meane of

invent ing,  o f  explor ing 1deas,  and of  gather ing

in fo rma t l on .  D 'Ange lo  (1980 :b )  po in t s  ou t  t ha t  w r l t i ng  16

valuable 1n educat lon,  because l t  fac i l i t lee thought .

Wr i t ing a len has p layed very lmpor tant  roLee in

soc le t y .  We  can  e to re  lmpo r tan t  h l e to r i ee ,  news ,  f i l ee ,

or  even our  thoughts,  Eet  our  Jobs,  c lo  our  occupat lonal

or academlc taeks, communlcate wlth other people in

ml l l ion mi l ,es away througb wr i t ing.  Bee. i .des,  i t  g lves

students t ime to ehape what they want to say. In thte

case,  s tudent ,s  have an oppontr rn i ty  t .  be adventurous wi th

the language,  to  take r isks,  to  go beyond what  has been

tarrght .  When the s t r r r lents  wr i . te ,  they bec 'me i .nvoLved

wi th the language,  wi th  themselves,  and wl th  the l r

audi .enee -

Havlng s tudled for  e leven semesEer

Depar : tment  of  Wj .dya Mancla la CathoLlc

havlng observed and tnterv lewed eome

1nforrnalJ .y ,  the wr i ter  has come to the

at  the Engl leh

Un l ve rs i t y ,  and

of  her  f r lends

conclus ion that



the teachers of  wr i t ing ueual l_y use text  book and p lc ture

when they teach deecr lp t lve wr l t lng.  Sornet lmee,  atudente

are aeked to descr ibe the s i tuat ion around them-

Therefore,  the s tudents get  bored eaei ly  because there Ie

no development  of  mater laL.  Aetua1ly ,  s tudents need

someth lng new that  can ln terest  them in descr ip t ive

wr i t i ng  c l ass .

Conslder inc that  o ther  rnater ia l_e outs lde the

textbook are i_mportant  to  promote the s tudents,  in terest

and moi i -vat ion in  teaching descr lp t ive wr i t ing,  the

wr i t e r  dec ided  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  t hes i s  en t i t r ed  "us i ng

Magazine Ar t ic res to  Teach Descr lp t lve wr i t lng to  the

Thi . rd  Semester  Engl ish Depar tment  Students of  Widya

Manda la  Ca tho l i c  Un l ve rs i t y " .  Ahe I l a ]  ( 1ggo :87 )  eays  t ha t

magazj_ne ar t ic les p lay a pos l t . lve ro l -e  in  mot ivat ing the

learners.  By being exposed to rnagazine ar t ic les,  the

l -earners wi l l  be prepared to  process language in  rea l_

s i t ua t l on .  I n  add l t i on ,  magaz ine  a r t i c l es  can  s t l nu la te

the s t r rdents to  develop the i r  idea in  composlng wr l t ing

tasks.  Besldes,  s tudents ean gather  a lo t  o f  new

informat ion and knowledge_ Moreover ,  the rout lne of

wr i - t ing lesson in  the c lassroorn wi l l  be broken,  the

boredom of  the s tudents wi l l  be avoided,  and the

important  th lng le  the s tudents wi l l  en joy the wr t t lng

Lesson  more  i f  magaz ine  a r t i c res  a re  uee r l  ek l l l f u r1y



(  F i nnoch i , a ro .  19?4 :7  )  .

Development  of  mater ia l  is  needed in  the proeess

of  language teaching and learn ing s ince k ,oredom is  one of

the factors that  can decrease the s tudents '  mot ivat ion in

l ea rn ing .  Th i s  i dea  i s  con f i rmed  by  Ce fcemurc ia  ( 1g84 :5 )

who says that  in t roducing a new mater ia l  in to learn ing

ac t i v i t i e s  w l l l  a rouse  ex te rna ]  f o rm  o f  mo t i va t i on .  I f

the teacher  can develop mater ia l  that  make the c lass more

enjovabl -e and less rout ine,  the s tudents wl ]1  be

mot ivated to  l -earn.  From th is  s tatement .  1 t  can be

concl r rded that .  mater ia f  is  rea l l ,V impor tant  factor  to

mot ivate the s tudentg to  learn and pract lce the target

l - anzuage .  The re f  o re .  t be  w r i t , e r  o f  t h i s  s t udv  i 6

in terested to  in t roduce magazine ar t ic les as teachine

ma t .e r i a l - s  t o  t each  c l esc r i p t i  ve  wn i t i ng .  Magaz ine  a r t i c l es

are hoped to be able to  ra ise the in terest  and mot ivat ion

of  t .he etudents t .o  wr i te  deecr ip t ive wr i t . lng as we] l  as

any other  types of  wr l t ing.

1-2 Statement of the Problem

Based on the baekground of the 6tudy described

above the s tatement  of  the problem of  th is  thes is  is :

"How can magazine ar t lc les be presented i -n  descr ip t ive

wr i t i ng  c l ass? "



1-3 Ob.jecti,ve of the Strrdy

In l ine wi th  the s tatement  of  the problem given,

t .he object ive of  th is  s t r rdy is  in tended to descr ibe the

way to present  magazine ar t ic les in  descr ip t ive wr i t ing

c la6s .

1-4 Sierrif icance of the Strrdy

The resrr l  t .  o f  t .h is  s t r rdv is  meant  to  mot  ivate

students to  learn or  read magazine ar t ic les more

w1 l1 l ne l y  i n  a  new ,  f r esh ,  and  i n te res t i ng  a tmosphe re  o f

a  desc r i p t i ve  w r i t i nF  c l asa .  Fu r t he rmore ,  t h i s  s t udy  i . s

a l so  t . o  he lp  i n  f o rm ing  h road -m i , nded  and  we l l - i n f o rmed

students s ince magazi"ne ar t  j -c les conta in more knowledge

and  i n fo rma t i on .  Hope fu l l y ,  magaz ine  a r t , i . c l es  w i l - 1  be

except lonal ly  benef ic ia l  for  s tudents in

desc r i p t i ve  w r i t i ng  c  1aag .

the i r

1-5 Limitat,ion of the Study

Real iz ing that  there are many k inds of  mater ia ls

r rsed in  teachi .ng 1earn ing act iv i t  j .es,  the wr i . ter  th inks

that it is neceeeary to I lmLt the scope of this study by

choos j ,ng only  one,  that .  i  6  magazi  ne ar^ t  ic1es.  The

magazines chosen are Freeeray.  Hor izon,  L i fe ,  Nat ional
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Geographlc and Neweweek. The wrlter eonelder thoee

magazinee are eul tabre for  the th l rd  eemester  etudente of

Engl iab depar tnent  o f  widya Mandara cathor ic  un ivere i ty

in  the i r  descr ip t lve wr l t ing c lase because they conta ln

eaey-to comprehend language for the etuclents and more

interest ing and ut r  to  date ar t tc les.

Thie etudy le  a lso l imi ted to

an ima l - ,  ob jec t ,  p l ace  and  peop le .  Th l s

the

1e

top i cs

meant to

about

eaae

thethe teacher  to  f ind the ar t ic lee and to  fac i l l ta te

etudents to  do the deecr i_pt1ve wr l t tng taeke.

1-6 Hetbodology of the Study

This  thes ie ie  a l ibrary  research.  At  the

beginning,  the wr i ter  coLlects  the data f rorn the l ibrary .

She etudiee a l l  d i f ferent  v j .ews and aepecte of  wr l t lng

and magazlne ar t i .o les which can be appl ied 1n the

descr ip t lve wr l t lng c1aee.  Based on the avai lab le

l - i terature,  she t r ie6 t ,o  develop her  crwn poi .n t  o f  v ier . ,

and ideas to  show the ueage of  magazlne ar t ic les in

teaching deecr  ip t ive wr i . t lng.

1.7 D,efinlt ion of Key Terme

To avoidmleunderstanding and mle lnterpretat lon

aborr t  the terne used in  th is  theeis ,  the wr l ter  f inds i t

necessary to define the following key terms eo that the



d i scuss ion  abou t  t h i s  t hes i s  w i l l  be

the readers

l - 7  - L  Wr i t i ng

Wri t ing is  th ink ing on

work - f i nd ing  f ac t s ,  see ing

truth of them. reaching

opin i .ons.  The mind prodr . rce a

the  f ac t . s  (Daghe r .  1976 :3 ) .

eas i ly  understood by

paper .  Think ing ls  mind at

re l a t i on -sh i  p ,  t es t i ng  t he

eonclusion and forming

huge var i  e ty  of  l r leas,  and

7 -7 .2  f )escr i .p t , ive Wr i t ine

Descr ip t ive wr i t ine is  one k ind of  wr i t j -ng types

that  presents a p ic t .ure.  shows the reader  how someth ing

looks .  f ee I s .  t as tes ,  o r  wha t  i t  s c i unds  l i ke  t o  desc r i be

(  Ma r t i n  and  K ro i  t o r .  . l  . 979 :9  )  -

1 -7 -3  Hagaz ine

Masaz ine  i s  a  pe r i od i ca l  con ta i n i ng  spec ia l

ma te r i a l  c i i r ee ted  a t  a  g ro r rp  hav ing  a  pa r t i cu l a r  hobby ,

in terest ,  or  profess ion as educat ion (Web6ter-s  Thi rd New

Tn te rna t i . ona l  D i  c t i onanv ,  1 .986 :  1357  )  .

l - 7  - 4  A r t i c l e

An ar t i -c le  is  a  factual  p i -ece of  wr i t lng on

6pec i f i c  t op i c  ( r . andom Hor r se  D i c t i ona ry .  1981 :21 ) -



I.8 Organizatlon of the Study

Thie theele coneis t  o f  f lve ehapter .  The f l rg t

ehapter  1s ln t roduct lon;  i t  conta ine background of  the

study,  s tatement  of  the problem, object ive,  e lgnt f lcance,

I im i t a t i on  and  me thodo logy  o f  t he  s t r r dy ,  t he  de f i n i t i on

of  key terme and organlzat lon of  the etudy.  Chapter  I I

c l : -seuesee the rev iew of  re la ted I i terature,  whi le  chapter

I I I  deale wl th  eome conslderat lone of  ue lng magazlne

ant ic les in  teaching descr ip t i_ve wr l t lng.  The appl leat ion

of  ue lng magazlne ar t lc les 1n teachlng deecr lp t lve

wr i t ing wi l l  d ieeuaeed i -n  chapter  IV.  Whi Ie the

concLuslon and euggest ione of  the whole thes is  wi l l  be ln

the laet  chapter ,  that  ie  chapter  V.


