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CHAPTER I

Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

The l i terature of  any soc iety  reveals  the va lues,

the conf l ic ts  and the exper iences both past  and present  of

i ts  people.  Through the l i terature of  people,  i t  is

poss ib le  to  gain some ins ights  in to the i r  a t t i tudes,

bel ie fs  and problems,  in  order  to  achieve that  by learn ing

I i terary works.  Through of  learn ing l i terary works,  the

students do not  on ly  gain vocabulary but  a l -so the p leasure

that  they expect  to  exper ience in  the i r  da i ly  l i fe .

Acco rd ing  t o  Ba rne t  ( 1963 :1 ) ,  r r l i t e ra tu re  has  i n  i t  an

element  of  enter ta ln ing or  to  af ford p leasurerr .  So in

learn ing l i terary works can g ive the enjoyment  in  people 's

1 ives.  L i terature can a lso broaden students 'knowledge and

bu i l - d  t he i r  i n t e l l ec tua l  and  pe rsona l .  Robe r t  ( 1977 : , 2 )

s tates,  r r l i terature helps us grow,  both personal ly  and

inte11ectual ly ,  i t  prov ides an object ive base for  our

knowledge and understandJ-ngtr. In the same harmony with

Rober t ,  Wi I l iarn (  1951:8 )  says r rL i terature is  a  vast



t reasure f rom which readers can obta in the mater ia ls  . "u

bui ld  up the i r  in te l lectual  and moral  knowledgerr .

AI I  the reasons of  learn ing l i terary works encour-

age the writer to choose l iterary study as the subject

mat ter  o f  her  thes is .

There are three genres in  l i terary  works.  They are

prose fiction such as short story and novel , poetry and

drama. These three genres have rnany comnon characteri-s-

t ics .  Each of  thern requi res s t ructure,  s ty le  and j -n  vary-

ing degrees,  they are based in  dramat ic  or  i rnaginat ive

s i tuat ions.  They are a lso re la ted to  the t ru ths of  hurnan

1i fe ,  i t  may be based that  rnay happen or  have never  hap-

pened in  surrounding us.  Here,  the wr i ter  o f  th is  thes is

chooses to  analyse a novel  as the subject  o f  her  research

since i t  is  d i f ferent  f rom any other  for rns of  l i terature.

Acco rd ing  t o  L i t , t l e  ( 1966 :68 ) ,  r r t he  nove f  i s  t he  l onges t

form of  prose f ic t ion,  in  which we may f ind rnost  ext raor-

d inar i ly  wide range of  wr i t ingt t .  In  other  words,  novel  has

i ts  tength,  which makes i t  poss ib le  for  the wr i ter  to

develop the e lements of  the novel  that  she wants.  one of

the e lements that  is  great ty  emphasized wi th  novel  is

cha rac te r .  L i t t l e  ( L966 :68 )  says  r rA  good  nove l  shou ld

concern in character because of its scope a novel wil l- be

expected to present one or a feet considerable depthrt '

Whi le  f , i t t le  g ives the s t ress to  the length of  the novel

and the development of the character, Howthorne says a
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a novel  may inc lude references to  rea l  people,  p laces and

events but it contains on such reference and rernai-n a

novel .  In  other  words ,  eventhough the characters fu l ly  or

irnaginary , they are in same sense representative of the

real  l i fe  so that  i t  should not  be in  contradic t ion of  the

rea l  peop le .  Lev ine  (L967 :11 )  a l so  s ta tes  t ha t  t he  t enden -

cy of the readers when they read a novel is to become

absorded in the characters and to think them as a real

peop le .

The wr i ter  has choosen char les Dickens as the

novel is t  because he is  one of  the rnost  successfu l  Engl ish

novel is ts .  He is  a lso one of  the greatest .  He has wr i t ten

a great  number of  novels  ,  h is  br i l l iant  example in  wr i t -

ing h is tor ica l  romances ie  Great  Expectat ions.

Char l -es Dickens began wr i t ing h is  f i rs t  produced

novel, Se!gEg-by-Eg3. (1836), and publishing The Posthu-

rnous Paoers of the Pickwick Club, his f irst great success.

Dickens fo l lowed the success of  Ol iver  Err is t  wi th  Nicholas

N ick l eby  (1838 -9 ) ,  The  O ld  Cu r i os i t y  Shop  ( l -B4o -41 )  and

Barnaby Rudge ( l -841) .  Af ter  t ravel ing f rom Amer ica,  Dick-

ens wrote l,{artin Chuzzlewit (1843-4 ) and the hugely

popular Christnast Books. After the publication of Donbey

and son in  l -846-8 Dickens '  novels  increasingly  sornbre,wi th

h is  soc ia l  cr i t icsm more radica l  and h is  comedy more sav-

age.  The la ter  per iod began wi th  Bleak house (1853)  and
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inc luded  t he  f o l l ow ing  o the r  ma jo r s  nove l s  ( 1861 ) ,  A  Ta le

of  Two Ci t ies (1859) ,  Great  Expectat ions (1861)  and Our

l , lu tua l  Fr iend ( l -865) .  His  l -ast  novel -  was never  completed

and was la ter  Posthmuous1Y.

Dickens is known because of the kind of novel that

he must  produce.  In  h is  works,  he wi l l  be sent imenta l ,

especia l ly  over  the orphans and outcasts  f rom society .

His  sensib i l i ty  wi l l  keep h i rn  a lways c lose to  the publ ic ,

s tudy ing i ts  taste and p lay ing wi th  i ts  srn i le  and tears.

He f ights  agai -nst  in just ice,  he champions to  the weak

against  the s t rong,  he g ives courage to the fa in t  and

hopes to  the weary in  hear t .

The wr i ter  has been i -n terested in  Char les

Dickens '  novel  Great  Expectat ions s ince Di -ckens created

whole words of  charaters,  exaggereted but  unforget tab le.

He a lso constructed ptots  which keep the reader 's  at ten-

tion to the end. For the crit ical opinion Hunphry House

quotes ceorge Bernard Shaw as saying that Great Expecta-

t i ons  i s  D i ckens  mos t  compac t l y  pe r f ec t  book . . . I t  i s  a l l

o f  a  p iece and consi tent ly  t ru thfu l  as none of  the other

books  a re r r .

Great  Expectat ions is  a lso known as the g lor ies

of  the nove1,  because i ts  character izat ion,  h is  genius for

creat ing ext raord inary characters cont inued unf lagging as

a vehic le  for  h is  message of  the t r iunph of  good over  ev i l

comes h is  f ina l  greatness.  This  work is  what  made Great

Expectat ions a master  p iece and Dickens one of  the great
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est  wr i - ters  who ever  l ived.

In  th is  thes is  the wr i ter  would l ike to  d iscuss

about  the character  devefopment  of  the protagonis t .  I t  is

taken because the protagonist character has a complex

character .  She a lso wants to  d iscuss about  the re la t ion-

ship between the protagonis t  and the other  characters-  In

Great  Expectat ions,  P ip as the protagonis t  is  an orphan.

He is  ra ised by h is  s is ter ,  Mrs Joe Gargery,  bef r iended by

her  husband on the v i l lage Blacksmi th-  His  career  begins

by rneet ing a convic t ,  AbeI  Magwi tch,  on the marshes-  One

day he is  in t roduced to the house of  Miss Havisham, a r ich

1ady,  who in  a sp i r i t  o f  revenge,  has brought  up the g i r l

Este l la  to  use her  beauLy as a means of  tor tur ing men.  Pip

fa l ls  in  love wi th  her  and aspi res h i rn  to  beeome a gent le-

man.  Money and expectat ions of  more weal th  comes to h im

from unknown benefactor which he bel-ieves to be Miss

Havisham. Being a gentlernan proves that he is now in the

upper  c lass.  Therefore,  he neglects  h is  oId f r iends be-

cause they are f rom the the lower c lass.  Misfor tunes come

upon hin. His unknown benefactor proves to be an escaped

convic t ,  Magwicth,  and h is  expectat ions fade away because

Este l la  marr ies Drummle.  Having misfor tunes makes h in a

good man.  Through th is  character  development ,  the wr i ter

fell-s sympathy toward Pip and makes her wonder why a man

who can do anyth ing to  achieve h is  great  expectat ions '

neglect  h is  best  f r iends can change in to a rea l  gent le-
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man,  Therefore the wr i ter  o f  th is  thes is  dec ides to  ana-

lyse the novel  deeply  par t icu lar ly  about  the protagonis t

and the character development. The writer al-so intends to

analyse the re la t ionship between the protagonis t  and the

other  characters.

1.2 Statement of the Problen

This  s tudy is  in tended to analyse and descr ibe

Pip 's  character  development  as a protagonis t  in  Char les

Dickens 'noveI  Great  Expectat ions.  The wr i ter  would a lso

Like to  analyse and descr ibe the re l -a t ionship between the

protagonis t  and the other  minor  characters invoLved.

Therefore,  the fo l lowing quest ions are:

1. What are the character developments of the protagonist?

2.  What  is  the re la t ionship between the protagonis t  and

the other characters?

1.3 The Objective of the Study

In l ine wi th  the problems statement  the object ive

of  th is  s tudy is  to  f ind out  the character  development  of

the protagonis t .  The wr i ter  a lso wants to  analyse and

descr ibe the protagonis t  character ,  P ip ,  as weI I  as the

re lat ionship wi th  the other  characters.



1.4 The Signif icance of the Study

This study hopeful-1y can give an insight for the

fe l low students to  understand I i terary works especia l ly

nove1.  Wi th th is  thes is  the wr i ter  a lso hopes that  the

study of character development of protagonist and the

relatj-onship between the protagonist and the other charac-

ters can be a good consideration for the students of

English Department of widya Mandala to understand novel

bet ter  especia l ly  in  Char l -es Dickens 'novel ,  Great  Expecta-

t i ons .

1.5 Scope and Linitation

The wr i ter  l - imi ts  her  d iscuss i -on on the protago-

n is t ,  P ip ,  and the developrnent  of  h is  character .  The

wr i ter  would a lso l ike to  l imi t  the d iscuss ion on the

relationship toward Pip as the protagonist and the other

four  minor  characters:  Joe,  Miss Havisham, Este l Ia ,  AbeI

Magwitch. The reason why the writer wants to discuss her

study on Pip is that because Plp is the protaqonist char-

acter  in  Char les Dickens 'novel  who is  capable of  change

and developrnent  in  h is  I i fe .  Fur thermore,  Psychologica l

Analys is  is  used here s ince th is  s tudy deals  wi th  the

behaviour of the protagonist characater of Great Expecta-

t ions :  P ip.  This  is  just i f ied s ince every human being has



his o\irn characteristics

person by h is  behaviour .

t ionship wi th  the other

B

that indicate him to another

He a lso has in terest ing re la-

characters that  in f luence h is

1.5 Definit ion of the KeY Terms

To avoid mis in terpretat ion,  some key terms used in

th is  s tudy are def ined:

a.  L i terature is  a  k ind of  ar t ,  usual ly  wr i t ten that

of fers  p leasure and i l luminat ion (  I i terature,  An

rnt roduct ion to  f ic t ion,  Poetry  and Drama,  1983:v)

b.  Novel  is  a  f ic t ional  prose wr i t ten of  considerable

length,  top ica l ly  hav ing p lan is  unfo ld by the ac-

t ions,  speech and thoughts of  the character .  (The

Amer i can  He r i t age  D i c t i ona ry ,  L966 rL239 )

Character  is  an extended verbaf  representat ion of

hurnan being the i-nner self that determines thought,

speech,  and behaviour  a reasonable facsmi le  of  human

be ing .  (Robe r t s  and  Jacobs ,  1989 :143 )

The protagonist is the centra] character in the

conf l ic t ,  whether  he wi l l  be a sympathet ic  or  an

unsympathet ic  person.  (Perr ine I  1966259)

Development i-s a progession from a simpler or lower to

or  sEage :

d .

more advanced, mature or complex from



h .

't-

9

the developrnent of an aptitude into an accomplishment;

the evolut ion of  a  p lant  f rom a seed;  at tempts made to

foster  soc ia l  progress.  (arner ican Her i tage Dic t ionary,

1966 :511 )

Relat ionship is  a  par t icu lar  type of  connect ion ex is t -

ing between people re la ted to  or  hav ing deal ings wi th

each other :  has a c lose re la t ionship wi th  h is  s ib l ings.

(A rne r i can  He r i t age  D i c t i ona ry ,  1966 ' . L523 )

Psychology is  the sc ience of  behaviour ,  especia l ly  o f

human  behav iou r .  ( L i ndg ren ,  1961 :3 )

Psychology Analysis is any study of the characters in a

l i terary work or  the re la t ionship between an author 's

t i fe  and h is  wr i t ing wi l l  inc lude a cer ta in  amount  of

psychologica l  means any s tudy of  the soul  .  (cuer in  et

d I ,  1986 :8  )

L.? the Organization of the Thesis

This thes is  consis ts  of  f ive chapter ,  Chapter  I

deals  wi th  the In t roduct ion hth i le  Chapter  IT concerns wi th

Review of  Related Studies.  Tn Chapter  I I f ,  the wr i ter

describes Research Methodology. Chapter IV presents the

Analys is .  F ina l ly  the f i f th  chapter  is  deal ing wi th  the

Conclus ions and Suggest ions.




