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l . l  B lckground o f  thc  Prob lc rn

Human learn ing  is  bas ica l l l ,  a  p rocess ,  rvh ich  invo lvcs  the  mak ing  o f

c r ro rs  (Bror r ,n ,  l9E7:169) .  
' l -h is  

inc lL rdcs  l rngLragc  lcarncrs  ( l31rnc .  1983:  83)  as

languege Icar r r in l t  i s  par l  o l ' i ru rnar r  l c ln r i r tu .  
- fh is  

rncans  pcop le  car r r ro t  l carn  a

language r i ' i thou t  l l f s t  svs tcnat ica l l y  cornru i t t ing  er ro rs  (Du la1 ,  &  Bur r ,  1982:

138) .  r . \e lson  Brooks  (  1960.  as  c i tcd  bv  I  le  ndr ickson.  1979:  l )  cons idered c r ro r  to

have a  rc la t ionsh ip  to  l carn ing  rcscrnb l ing  tha t  o f  s in  to  v i r tuc :  "L ike  s in .  c r ro r  i s

to be avoidcd and i ts inf luerlcc overcor)re. but i ts preserrce is to be expected."

Therefore, error serves as indicators of progress and success, because hurlans

learn fronr their nr istakes.

Corder  ( , l967  in  I lendr ickson.  1979:  3 )  s ta tcs  t l ) r t  teachers  cons ider  tha t

language learners neccssari ly produce errors rvlren lcalnirrg a languagc, bccause

those crrors carr providc signif icant insights into horv langr-rages are actual ly

lcarncd.  I le  a lso  a t lds  th r t  s tud l , i r rg  c r ro r  p rov idcs  lccdback  to  Inake learn ing  a

l lrrguagc bcttcr. 
- l- l rcrclbfc. 

efror is a ntcrl iLrnt to lcarn bcttcr, but to get i t ,  crror

corfect iolr i -s nccdcrl .  
- l -)rc 

tcachcr l)s l)  cr)rfcct lnodcl hus arr ir) ' ]portant role grror

rnakecor rec t ion .  l - le  o r  she  co f fcc ts  e r ro rs  in  the  hope tha t  the  s tudents  rv i l l  no t

er ro rs  aga in .



AI l \ ! . r i sh t  (  I  97- i  in  I  Ie r rd r ickson.  1979:  - l )  con tcnc ls  tha t  a  s tudcnt  ca l rno t

rea l l ) ,  learn  in  c lass  r i i t l l oLr t  knorv ing  r r ' l te l l  a t t  c r ro r rnac lc ,  e i ther  b ) ,h i r r  o r  b ) '

sol t lcone else.  Error corrcct ion.  therefore,  is  rcal ly inrportant givcn to thc langLtagc

lcarner.s. becausc i t  makcs larrguage lcarncrs ttndcrstand and knorv r i ,hcrc hc

lrakes rvrongs. Besidcs. thc students can also inlprovc thcir w'r i t ing to bc bcttcr

tharr before.

Due to the l 'act above. error corrcct ion

intcraction. As the students are not able to rccognize thcir o\\ 'n errors,

help fronr solneone ntofe prof icietrt  th:rn t lrcl  are, t l tat

tcachcrs  assun le  tha t  i t  i s  thc i r  respons ib i l i t v  to  cor rcc t

I I o s c v e r .  t h i s  k i n d  o f  h c l p  f r o r n  t h c  l c a c h c r

r,rnavoidablc c lassroonl

they nccd

the teacher. Thus, nrost

thc i r  s tudents '  c r ro rs .

son l  c t  i r ) r  i  s  t r r rJcs i rub le  r l r rs

to  so l t le  rcasons .  F i rs t .  i t  tnakcs  lhc  s tudet t ts  n rore  in tc rcs tcd  in  knorv ing  thcr r

marks than the crrors thcv got. Seconcl, i t  has bccn afgucd a long t imc ago that the

tcachers should not use rcd pen in correcting. Sceing a corlposit ion rvith a bunch

of rcd pen-l l larkings is discor.rraging, becausc the studcnts see only the nurrber of

errors thev tnade. lt nrakes tl:ern lose their confidence. It also rnakes the str.rderrts

feel their self-esteem slapped. Third, rvr i t terr tbcdback oftcn too brief and/or

unclcar. Fourth, ivr i t tcn fecdback provides no suggestions and at t i rnes the

teachcr's handrvri t ing is dif f icult  to read. Fif th. teacher's correction, sorlet irncs, is

inconsistent and inrprecisc in thc treatnrcnt of crrors. I t  nrakcs studcnts

nr is i r l t c fp rc t  thc  co I rcc t io t r .  S ix t l r .  t l re  tcachcr  a lso  fcc ls  tha t  cor rec t ing

conr l ros i t io r r  i s  l  bor i r rg  r ro rk .  espcc ia l l v  r i l te  n  l t c  o r  shc  has  a r v r i t i ng  c  l ass .

l l e  o r  she  has  to  spcnc l  a  lo t  o f  t in re  go ing  th ror . rqh  thosc  co t lpos i t ions  by ,  c i rc l ing



crrors, \ \ , i th a pen. dra\vi l tg arro\vs! and giVing conl l ]ents, or sinlpl),  ntarking

thror 'rgh and re*'r i t ing sorre parts of t l rc cornposit io.s. Se'cnth, the tcacher also

states that in rvr i t tcn lcedback, he cannot give rrany conr)rents in iclea, bccause he

focuses nrore on \\ ' rong gral) l l rar. spcl l ing, punctuation. etc E,ighth, both tcacher

and s tudents  havc  a  d i l ' l l cu l t1 , to  f ind  a  t i rnc  s lo t  rvhcn thcv  are  f rce  to  a t tend in  a

* ' r i t i ng  con fc rencc .  N in th .  t hc  s tuden ts  f ' ce l  easv

bccausc lhere is no a pcnni l tcnt  rccorci .  
' i  

hcv arc

conrncnts  a t  anY t i tne  and in  anY p lace .  Tcn tn .

con l lun ica t ion  bc ts ,een tcachcr  and s tuc . len ts  in  o rdcr

tt ,r i t ing t lrat thev hrve l i rced. espccial l l ,  fbr a stuclent

w 'hen he /she docsn ' t  unders ta r rd .  As  a  rcsLr l t .  i t

s tudents  and teac l tc r .

I osc  t he  l cache r ' s  co l l l n t c l l t s

a l so  r ro t  ab l c  t o  l i s t cn  t o  t hc

t  hc re a  Iso  no  good

l ( r  so lvc  sorne  prob le r r rs

t ,ho  is  a f ra id  to  ask  c lucs t ions

acconrp l i shes  l i t r l c  ib r  bo th

Tinic changes and trre tcchnorogl 'ha'e been rvidcsprcad. Forcign ranguage

educators try to look for another technique by using nrodcrn nrcdia that is uscfir l

for giving feedback in rcarnirg rvriting ca|ed Aucriotctpert Feedback (AT.F)

(Stroupe, 1998). This technique uses sound in tape as a nrediur.n for giving

l-eedback. As teachcrs, thcy shoLrJd usc i t  in order to nrakc thcir w,ork casy and

also to make othcr st.dents l-cel "closer" to thenr. I t  nreans that the students are

n torc  re laxcd  and no t  l car fu l  in  te l l ing  thc i r  p rob lcnrs rvr i t  ing.  Bcs ides,  the

s tudents  fce l  i t  i s  cas ic r  to  unc le rs tanc l  than r i , r i t tenconr  Incn ts .  Thc l  car r  e lso

l epc t t  t hc  con l l l t l t t s  t n r  r r  l t c r c  an r j  a r tY t i t I c .on l l '  b l  l i s tcn ing  to  t l rc  cassc i te .

Be ing  in te rcs tcd  i ; t  aud io tapcd lccdback .  thc rc lb re .  the  rv r i t c r  rvou ld  l i kc  to  knor , . ,



1.2  Sta tenrcn ts  o f  thc  p rob lcnr

This thcsis intents to ans\vcr one nra.ior question

fo l lo rvs :

and t r i ' o  sub-ques t ions  as

I '  ls Audiotaped Feedback erlbct i 'e enougir to irnpro'e studcnts, grarrrnaricar

perfbrmance and idca irr rvr i t ing?

. The abovc problc'r statcrre.t is crari f icd by the foUorving sub-qucstions:

a  rs  Ard io taped Fecdback  ab lc  to  dcnrons t ra te  s tudcr ts '  p rogrcss  in  thc

gramnra t ica l  per fo r rnance and gc t t ing  ideas  in  rv r i t ing?

b.  Docs  Aud iorapcd Fecc ib rck  hc lp  s tuc lcn ts  in  n rak ing  rcasonab le

cor rec t ions  in  thc  i r  n t i s takcs?

fLrrther u'hcthcr aLrdiotapccl fer:clback is cf lcct ive

qrar r rn ra t i ca l  pcr lb rnrar rcc  a r rd  i r . lea  i r t  l , r i t ins .

enough to i r r  p rovc  s tudcnts '

rvrit ing.

is able to dcntonstrate studcnts,

1 .3 Objcc t ivcs  o f  thc  S tu t l v

Derivcd direct ly from the pre' ious lbrnrulated statemcnts, the objectives

study are to f ind out:

Whether Audiotaped Feedback is effect ive enough to irnprove students,

granrnratical perforntance and idca in

a. Whether Audiotaped Fecdback

progress in the granrmatical perfornrance and getting ideas in rvrit ing.

b.  Whcther  Audiotapcd Fcedback hc lps s tuc lcnts  in  rnak ing r .easonable

corrcct ions in  thc i r  n t is takcs.

of  th is

l .



1 . 4 S ign  i f i ca  ncc  o f  thc  S t  ud1,

F i rs t  o f  a l l .  th is  s tudv  is  expec tcd  to  s ivc  sorne  cont r ibu t ions  to

tcachcrs  o f  thc  En{ r l i s l r  Dcpar tn tc r r t  o t -  \ \ , id i ,a

l .Jn ivers i tv  in  g iv inc  thc i r  cor rec t ions .  idcas  rnc l

compos i t ions  and overcorn ing  the  s tudents .  borcdont

* , r i t ing  ass ignntcn ts .  Scconc l .  i t  i s  cxpcc ted  tha t

rv r i te rs.

l h e  r v r i t i n g

i l landa la  S  ura  bay ,a  Catho l i c

ins iqh ts  to rvard  thc  s tuc lcn ts .

and fear  o f  hav ing  to  do  thc

s tudcnts  i v i l l  beconte  good

1 .5 Scope and L in r i ta t io r r  o f  the  Stud) ,

Due to  the  l in r i ta t ion  o f  l i rne ,  lhc  rv r i te r  app l i cs  th is  techn ique on l l ,  to  onc

c lass  tha t  i s  \ \ / r i t ing  B ( th i rd  sc rncs tc r )  c rass  D.  She takes  thc  th i rd  senrcsrer

s tudcnts  duc  to  t r rc  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  * , r i t ing  sub jcc t  o l r 'e rccr  ro r  the  odd senres tc r  o f

acade' ic 1'car 2002/2003 and arso thcy arc considercd to have enough ranguage

sk i l l s  nccdcd in  undcrs ta rc r ing  and r i s ren ing  to  the  rccdback  r ronr  the  tcacher .

L les idcs '  thc ' l rave  ar read l '  go t  nar ra t i vc  rv r i t ing  t r ra t  i s  nce .ed  fo r  r r rak ing  a  good

and c lcar  descr ip t ion  based on  r 'ha t  i s  happen ing .  1 -he  tcach ing  and rearn ing

nratcr ia l  o f  the descr ipr ive * , r i t ing for  wr i t ing B is  deternr ined by of  the Engr ish

Departnrenr of \\/ id1,a Mandala Surabava Catholic Universitv the syllabus.

1 . 6 Theorc t i cn l  F ranr  gvork

Correcting *,r i t tcn r i 'ork has becorne a big

(FL) teachers for trvo rcasons. First.  thcrc is roo

problern for Foreign l_angLrage

rl Lrch bLrrden for thc tcachers

(ch ia '  1985:13)  as nrost  o l -  thc i r  t i rne is  spent  onrv o, , '  rhc s t r {_rcnts ,  corrpos i t ion



(Michaelides, 1990:28). Then the teachcrs beconre rvorried conccrninq the

students' crrors (N4ichaelides, I 990:28).

as s ta ted  bv  St roupc .  1998)  sLrggcs ts  tha t  a l l  \ \ , r i l t cn  Nork  by  the  s tuc jen ts  cou ld  bc

As cor rcc t i r rg  cornpos i t ion  is  such a  bor ing  ' '  s1k ,  Mur isson Borv ie ,  (  1993.a

I I

cor rcc ted  b) '  thc  tcachcrs  and t l re  pccr  rcsponses  b l ,us in l  aLrd io tapec l  fcedback .

Sorne rcscarchcrs  ge \1c  ihc i r  rcasons  o f  rs ing  aud io tapcd r i cc rback .

McAlp ine .  (1989,  in  Bosr iood & IJ* ' r ' c r .  r995/6 :2r )  s ta tes  tha t  auc l io taped

feedback enco,rages a rcacrer-basecr response ratrrcr than an editorial or

proo l reader  s tance.  K i rschner  (  199 l .  in  I los* ,ood & Drvyer ,  1995/6 :21)  a rso

lound Audiotapcd Fecdbrck nrorc prod,ct i 'e than r 'r i t len nrarking. notirrg

nr in in ra l  d i f le rence bc t r i ' cc .  rccord ing  t i r rc  and rv r i t t c .  r .a rk i r rg  t in re .  Bcs ides ,

clark ( 1981. in Bosri 'ood & D*,1. 'cr.  1995 6:2.1 ) idcrrt i f ics tcachcr corrrrerlrs

through ATF as bcing nrore syrnpathetic as u,cl l  as l tore contplete and clear.

S imi la r ly ,  Hu ' t  (1989,  in  Bosrvood & D* ,y ,c r ,  1995/6 :21)  found laped comments

e f lect ivc, sinrplc. and last.

l . ' 7 Dcfi  n i t io n of Kcr'  
' l -crnrs

To avo id  rn is in te rprc ta t ion  thar .1 igh t  happer t  r i , l ren  rcad ing  th is  papcr .  t l re

provides dcfinit ion of the key tcrrns as fol los,s:

Audiotaped F'eedback (A' l 'F) is a process of corrcct ing, and conrnrenting of

rvri t ing by recording and plal, ing back sound using a nragnetic tape

(Bosrvood,  e t  a l . ,  1993) .

\\,fl tc r

l .



2 . Crartrrnatical pcrlbrntance rs an acttonof rvr i t  in-t

conrbining rvords into scntcnccs ancl forrns of rvords

3. Wri t ing  is  a  p roccss  o f  c rca t ing  nrcan ing

put thoughts and ideas onro papcr (\ \ /el ls.

bascd on

1 9 7 8 : l  l ) .

1.8 Rcsca rch I\ , Ict h ods

bascd on the ru les

(Crv in,  199 |  :2) .

thc pcrson 's  a b i l i ty

o f

to

Thc great nrajori t ,r ,  of the rcsearcir l r tr

research. First.  the rvri ter ntakes a plan about

t l r is  rhcs is  is  us ing act ion

feedback us i r rg  audiotapcd

the c lassroom. Next, she

makcs sornc suggestions

\\1r tl I lt g

g i v  i n g

fecdback as a nleans. l-hen, she gives treatlnents in

observes al l  the process in order to get repoft.  Last. shc

for the second plan.

1 .9  Organ iza t ion  o f  the  l ,apcr

Th is  paper  inc rudes  chaptc r  I  tha t  cons is ts  o fbackground o f  the  probrcnr ,
sraterr lents ofthc probrenr, ob.icct ivcs of the stud1" signif icance of the study, scope
and l im i t r t ion  o f  the  s tudr "  thco 'c t i car  f r -anrc r i 'o ' k ,  de f r r i t io r r  o1-  ke) ,  t c r r r rs ,
research  nre thods  and organ iza t ion  o f  thc  p rpcr ;  e i lnp lgp  I l  descr ibes  r i , r i t ing  in
Eng l ish  as  a  fo rc ign  ranguagc,  recdr rack  in  * , r i t ing  cor rec t ron  and t r re  aud io tapcd

f 'eedback  as  a  techn ique o f  cor rec t io r ;  chaptc r  u  co ,s rs ts  o f rescarc '  c res ign ,  the
sub jec ts ,  rcscarc l r  i ' s t ru r .c i r ts .  ' r ' . ccdurc  fo r  co tcc t i .g  da ta  and proccdurc  rb r
ana l l ' , z ing  da ta ;  chapter  lV  cons is ts  o r -da ta  anar ,vs is  and l ind ings .  in tc rprc ta t ion  o f
the  f ind ings ,  a .d  rhc  d iscuss ion  o f  da ta  anar 's is ,  f i r rc r ings  and in te rpre ta t ion  o f  the
f ind ings ;  and Chapter  V  cons is ts  o f  conc lus ion  and suggcs t ions .


