The Motivation of Hedda Gabler
in Committing Suicide in Henrik Ibsen’s

“Hedda Gabler”

A THESIS
As a partial fulfillment of the requirements

for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree

in English Language Teaching Faculty

By:
Leonardo Gani
1213004016

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND PEDAGOGY
WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY SURABAYA
2009



APPROVAL SHEET
M

This thesis entitled “The Motivation of Hedda Gabler in Committing Suicide
in Henrik Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler” prepared and submitted by Leonardo Gani
(1213004016), has been approved as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Teaching by the following advisors:

Drs. Antonius Gurito Yohanes N idiyanto..M.Ed
First advisor Sedpnd\Advisor




APPROVAL SHEET
2)

This thesis has been examined by the Committee on Oral Examination with a

grade of on January 17 , 2009.

. Antonius Gurito
Member

“Usn pavean of Teacher Training
Faculty of Widya Mandala Faculty of Widya Mandala
Catholic University Catholic University

ii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In the process of making this thesis, the writer received so much help from

many people. On this occasion, he would like to express his gratitude to all those

people:

1.

First of all, he would like to thank Jesus Christ for His abundant of blessing
strength, guidance that enables him to finish his thesis well.

Mother Mary for guiding and praying with care and love for the writer to her
Son so that he could finish the thesis well.

Drs. Antonius Gurito as the writer’s first advisor, who has given him his
priceless time and energy in guiding the writer.

Yohanes Nugroho W., M.Ed as the second advisor, who also gives him
valuable time, guidance, advices, and suggestions for finishing this thesis.

His beloved parents who always support and pray for him during the process
of finishing his thesis.

The writer’s family, brothers, aunt and uncle who have given their help in
funding his studies, and their advices and supports for the writer.

All lecturers of the English Department of Widya Mandala University who
have taught a lot of valuable knowledge during his study in this University.
The Administrative staff, The Librarians, and all the staffs of Widya Mandala
University who have helped him in providing in formations and provided him
with important books.

The writer’s friends that support him, (Tika, Maya, Inggrid, Victor, Erick,
Listya, Ine, Kendro, Eden, Fauzi, Robin, his boarding house friends, and Mr.
Hady who has been the writer’s lecturer and friend) and all people who cannot

be mentioned for their supports to him in completing his thesis.

The writer

Leonardo Gani



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
APPROVAL SHEETS (1).1ir ittt e e e et e e e e ee e e eaa i
APPROVAL SHEETS (2) ... ittt it e e et e et e e e ve e e ii
ACKNOWLEGEMENT S ... e, iii
TABLE OF CONTENT S ... e e e e \Y;
A B S T R A C T o e e viii
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION. ...ttt e e et 1
1.1 Background of the Study.........ooiiiniieie e 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem. ... 5
1.3 Objective OF the STUAY.......c.oveni e e 5
1.4 Significance of the Study.........c.oviiiii e, 5
1.5 Scope and Limitation..........oeiie oo e e e 5
1.6 Definition of Key TermsS.... ..ot e e e e 6
1.7 Organization of the StUdy..........oooiiiiie e, 6
CHAPTER 2: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE........cc.oeoveviiiireeee e, 7
2.1 D AMA. . 7
2.1 1 Elements of Drama......cccovv it iri it it it 9
2. 0. L L TREIME et e e e 9
2.0.1.2 PlOt. e e 10
2.1.1.3 SEHING. .. ettt it e 11
A O T O 4 - - o1 £ 12
2.2 Women in VICtorian Era.......oooviiii i 14
2.3 1Y (0] 1 AYZ=1 ¥ o] o 1 15
2.4 Previous StUAY........ooounuieie et e et e e e e e 22
CHAPTER I11: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ..ot 23
3.1 ReSArCh UeSIGN... ..t et e e 23
3.2 SOUICE OF DAt v ive ittt 24
3.3 RESEAIrCH ThEOIIES. . v vttt e e et e e e 24
3.4 Procedure of Data Collection............ccovi it 24
3.5  Procedure of Data AnalysiS.........c.ouviiieiiiiiii e 25
CHAPTER IV: ANALYSIS
4.1 o 0] 26
411 EXPOSITION. .. .ue ittt e e e e e e 26
4.1.2 CoNFlCt. ..o 29
G T O 11117 42
414 RESOIULION. .. ettt et e e e e e e e e 44
4.2 (O 0T = To1 1< 45
4.2.1 Hedda Gabler is an Ignorant Person................ccocveeennnnn. 45
4.2.2 Hedda Gablerisa Bored Person.............cooveviiiiiiinnnnnnn. 48
4.2.3 Hedda Gabler isa Coward Person.............coeevvivniniennne. 49
4.2.4 Hedda Gablerisa Cruel Person.........ccoooiviiiiiiiiiinininn 50
4.3  The Motivation of Hedda Gabler in Committing Suicide............... 52



CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION.........ccociiiii e, 62

5.1 CONCIUSION. ...ttt e e 63
5.2 SUQOESTION. .. ettt et e e e e 65
BIBILIOGRAPHY ...ttt et e e e e e e e 66

APPENDIX



ABSTRACT

Gani, Leonardo. 2008. “The Motivation of Hedda Gabler in Committing Suicide in
Henrik Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler.” S-1 Thesis. English Department, Faculty of
Teacher Training and Education, Widya Mandala Catholic University,
Surabaya

Advisors: (i) Drs. Antonius Gurito, (ii) Yohanes Nugroho W., M.Ed

Key Words: Henrik Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler, Drama, Suicide, Motivation.

Literature is an art of writing by using human language. It means language is a
tool to produce literature. In studying literature students can find many things, such
as: human culture, human psychology and human values, and it will increase their
knowledge and understanding. The writer takes drama as his study, because drama is
a type of literature that can be read and performed. In drama students can find
dialogues which can show the character’s emotional feeling. In drama, the theme is
usually about our daily life issues in the society and it has moral messages. The writer
chooses “Hedda Gabler” by Henrik Ibsen, one of the greatest plays of all time. It is a
story about a complex character named “Hedda Gabler”. She is a character that dares
to defend her freedom, faith, and status as a woman at that time, Victorian Era: a time
when woman were restricted to do such things, even if she ends her life to defend it at
the end. This study attempts to answer the statement of the problem: “What are the
motivations of Hedda Gabler that lead to committing suicide?” To find the motivation
of the main character that lead to committing suicide, the writer uses Abraham
Maslow’s “theory of human motivation.”

In conducting this study the writer uses qualitative method. He also puts some
intrinsic approach as the elements of drama which are plot and character. The data are
taken from Henrik Ibsen’s play “Hedda Gabler.”

In line with the findings, it can be concluded that, basically there are two
strong motivations that finally lead Hedda Gabler to committing suicide. The first one
is, to get a freedom from the under pressured situation and a dead end of her life. The
second one is to defend her honorable status as her father’s daughter and also as a
woman, where she doesn’t want to live under someone’s power and lose her free will.



